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LUCILLE (MEEKA) JACKSON 1922-2004.

Lucille Jackson, Meeka to her friends, was
devoted to St. James Church. The first history
of St. James Church entitled ‘A history of S.
James the Great Congleton’ was written by
Meeka in 1986. She wrote it to raise funds for
the flower festival.

After completing the local history book on the
mills | approached Meeka with a view to
updating the first history of the church and she
was delighted to be involved with this project.
Meeka s history of the church forms the basis of
this book and | am deeply saddened that she did
not see its completion.

As a tribute to her, Meeka has been retained as
first author and | would like to dedicate this
history of St. James Church to her memory.

A delightful lady who will never be forgotten.




The date of this photograph isnot known. Careful examination of thevicar in the
photograph indicates a strong resemblance to the Revd. Ambrose Heygate. Compar e the
older photograph on page 44 with that of the vicar in this photograph. The date would be

post 1904 which would relate to the clothes of this period.



Note the number of children in the procession. It was not
unheard of for St James' to befull in those days and the
church would accommodate 650 people!
Thisillustration was kindly provided by Maggie K earton.
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The above medal was struck in the period when the Revd.
George Kempson was the incumbent. 1t commemor ates
the consecration of St James Church and has the names

of thefirst threeincumbentsinscribed.
Mrs Sandra Bratt kindly loaned this medal.



1
CONTENTS

PREFACE

A PROFILE OF OUR PATRON SAINT,
ST.JAMESTHE GREAT

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
OXFORD MOVEMENT

BUILDING ST.JAMESTHE GREAT
PARISH CHURCH

The Font

The Pulpit

THE STAINED GLASSWINDOWS
The Chancel
TheNorth Aide
The South Aide

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH ORGAN

Choir masters at St. James' Parish Church

Robert Head (1910-1918)
Edwin Coppack (1918-1954)
John Kearton (1954-2000)
Richard Lythall (2000-2003)

8
15
16

18
18
21
22

24
32
32
33
33
34

INCUMBENTS OF ST. JAMESTHE GREAT PARISH

CHURCH
Revd. Jonathan Wilson
Revd. Frank Howard Hopwood
Revd. George Arthur Kempson
Revd. Roger Kerrison Preston
Revd. James Stapleton Cotton
Revd. Charles Stubbs
Revd. Walter Taylor Warburton
Revd. Ambrose Heygate.
Revd. David Harrop Boyle
Revd. John Henry Barr

36
37
39
40

EAREEEE



2
CONTENTS(CONTD.)

Revd. Thomas Vickers

Father ThomasWilliam Barker
Father Philip Seymour

Father James Stanley L eather
Father Peter David Bradbrook
Father David Anthony Boyd
Father Raymond Elliott

Father Alan Cook

Father Andrew Burton.

Canon Raymond Nigel Wilson Elbourne.

(Father Anthony Allsop
Hon. Assistant Priest)

THE HISTORY OF ST. JAMES
CHURCH IN PICTURES

VESTMENTSAND THE CHURCH YEAR
A GLOSSARY OF CHURCH TERMS

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE VICARAGE
OF THE PARISH OF ST. JAMES

A HISTORY OF ST. JAMES SCHOOL
DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE

HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

INDEX

49
51

58
61
65
68
69
71
74

77

81

85

89

95

98

116

131



3
PREFACE

This little book attempts to present the history of St. James
the Great Parish Church Congleton from its inception to
present day. Since St. James School played a maor part in
the life of this church, the history of the school is aso
recounted.

A considerable part of the information in this book
has been drawn from an earlier historical account of the
church entitled ‘A History of the Church of S. James the
Great Congleton’ written up and produced as a booklet in
1986 by Lucille Jackson to financially support the flower
festival in that year. Where possible, photographs and
illustrations have been used to add interest, and since the
history of this church has been greatly influenced by the
Oxford Movement, a brief history of this movement is
included. The quirky title ‘Vicars and Vestments was
chosen because of the unique style of Anglo-Catholic
worship at St. James' Church.

Sections on the history of the church organ,
vestments and the history of the vicarage are included in
addition to the largest section, that of the history of the
incumbents of St. James'.

This book it is hoped however, will stir many
pleasant memories for people familiar with either St. James
Parish Church or the school.

Acknowledgements are too numerous to mention but
those people who have kindly contributed material are
acknowledged in the book. | would however like to thank
Father Nigel Elbourne and his wife Christine for the
immense help they have given me in finalising the proof
copy.

Lyndon Murgatroyd
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A PROFILE OF OUR PATRON SAINT, ST.
JAMESTHE GREAT

The Apostle St. James the Great
was the son of Zebedee, a fisherman
and the brother of the Evangelist
John. The illustration (left) is from
a painting by El Greco currently
held in the Museo del Greco
Toledo.

James, in the company of Peter and John, is said
to have witnessed the Transfiguration of Christ and the
agony in Gethsemane. He was also the first apostle to
die for his faith. He was put to death by the sword in
Jerusalem on the orders of King Herod Agrippain 44.

James was known to have had a fiery temper
and, with his brother John, have often been described as
‘Boanerges’ (sons of thunder) in St Mark’s gospel.

We know little of his life except that he was a
fisherman. Most people however associate St. James
the Great with the pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela.  There is no documentation however,
which confirms that James preached the gospel in
Spain, or indeed that he was even buried there.

The legend of Santiago de Compostela became
very popular in the middle ages. The belief was upheld
by kings, popes and bishops that James had defended
Chrigtianity against the Moors, testified by many
miracle stories. The pilgrimage to Compostela was
however one of the most important of medieval
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Christendom. Monasteries were built along the way to
house pilgrims.

Although a legend, it has certain authentic
elements. The shrine of Compostela is built upon the
site of an old Christian cemetery, where a martyrium
testifies to the cult of an unnamed saint of early patristic
times.

The earliest documentation of the transfer of
relics from Jerusalem to Spain occurs in the
Martyrology of Usuard 865. St Mary’s Church at
Merida however, is said to have possessed relics of
James and other apostles as early as 627. The cults and
relics eventually moved northwards. The Asturian
kings Alphonso |1 and 111 fostered the cult of St. James,
which developed further with the Crusades.

The pilgrimage to Compostela proved to be so
popular that it transformed the interpretive thinking of
how St. James was perceived. His own emblem became
the pilgrim’s hat and the scallop shell associated with
Compostela. The pilgrimage has seen a notable revival
in recent years and our present incumbent Father Nigel
Elbourne completed this gruelling trek in 1993.

In England aone over 400 churches are
dedicated to the name of St. James the Great and St.
James feast day is celebrated on July 25™

Bibliography

Farmer D. (1997); Oxford Dictionary of Saints; 4™ Ed.
Oxford University Press; page 256-7.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE OXFORD
MOVEMENT

The Oxford Movement (1833-1845) was led by John
Newman, vicar of St Mary’'s University Church at
Oxford, hence the name of the movement. Other
important clergymen in the movement at that time were
Edward Pusey and John Keble.

In 1833, the leaders of this movement released a
series of ‘Tracts for the Times. Amongst them, they
expressed conviction for ‘one holy catholic and
apostolic church’ and they referred to themselves as
Catholic and shunned Protestantism.

These ‘tractarians’ soon became known as ‘High
Churchmen’ moving ever closer to the Roman Catholic
Church. In 1845, John Newman actually converted to
Roman Catholicism which shocked the movement.
Most high churchmen remained in the Church of
England refusing to accept papal leadership and Anglo -
Catholicism was born.

The high churchmen in the movement
introduced new rituas to the church services, and at the
same time were committed to working for the benefit of
the poor. These new rituals included facing east at the
communion table, symbolising Christ’'s Eucharist in
(new) Jerusalem, they lit candles on the altar, they wore
ceremonia vestments and incense was introduced into
their services. ‘High Church’ services were often
conducted in churches in poor areas. The ‘high church’
men claimed that the added ceremony enriched the lives
of the poor. Anglo-Catholicism however did have its
enemies. In the 1850s, church services were often
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disrupted by the Pimlico mob, when they burst into
churches rattling chains, hissing and booing during the
service.

Anglo-Catholic worship was introduced to St.
James the Great by the Reverend Thomas Vickers in
1925, and this form of worship has been the corner
stone in the life of St. James' Church up to the present

day.

In the present day, Anglo-Catholicism is dying
in popularity in relation to the Evangelical approach to
services in the Church of England. St. James the Great
is the only church in Congleton that continues to
provide this form of traditiona worship.

Bibliography
Everett G. and Landow G.P. (1988); High Church;

Tractarianism; The Victorian Web-Religion; literature,
history and culture in the age of Victoria.
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BUILDING ST. JAMESTHE GREAT PARISH
CHURCH

When Robert Peel became prime minister in 1841, he
was pressed by Anglicans to introduce an act that would
enable the building of increased numbers of parish
churches (Church Extension). In 1843 however, an act
was introduced which simply enabled Ecclesiastical
commissioners to form new parishes. It was specified
that funding must come from existing church revenues
and not the taxpayer (Gash 1973). The Act was titled
‘An Act to make better provision for the spiritual care of
populous parishes. The parishes so formed were called
‘Peel Parishes (Congleton St. James Old Boys
Association 1923).

The introduction of this act did indeed lead to
the formation of many new parishes. A petition was
prepared on 11" June 1844 to form the parish of St.
James. The petition was presented to Queen Victoria
sitting in Council on 19" June, and on 9" July 1844, the
District of St. James was formed out of the Chapelry of
St. Peter, in the Parish of Astbury. The district is
described as ‘being all that part of the Chapelry of .
Peter, Congleton, in the Parish of Astbury in the County
and Diocese of Chester, situate on the western side of
an imaginary line extending eastwards along the river
Dane as far as the bridge, over such river, at the
northern end of Mill Sreet and then southward along
the middle of such streets called Swvan Bank, Wagg
Sreet, Wagg Lane and Soney Lane as far as the
boundary of the township of Newbould Astbury in the
same county’ (London Gazette 1844).
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It would be three years later however, before the
first stone of St. James' Parish Church was laid.

In 1846, St. James School was built in Astbury
Street at a cost of £750, partly funded by the National
Society. This was to be the venue for al church
services until St. James Church was completed in 1849.
Baptisms were even conducted in this building and the
first ever baptism registered in the District of St. James,
occurred on 31% August 1844. ‘Emma, daughter of
Thomas a silk spinner and Nanny Riley of Congleton
was baptised by the Rev. Canon Thomas Green'. It
actually states in the baptism register that the church
had not yet been built! (Baptism Register 1844-1876).

The Revd. Canon Thomas Green and the Revd.
Gustavos Barton were the first incumbents of the
District. Following the death of Gustavos Barton, the
Revd. Jonathan Wilson M.A. (Cambridge) took his
place and immediately sought a ‘more becoming place
of worship’. A public appeal was subsequently started
by a committee of gentlemen of the town and the local
clergy.

The Chester Diocesan Church Building Society
donated £500, and the Incorporated Society and the
Church Commissioners each donated £350. Public
subscription raised the remaining amount of the £4000
needed to build the church. At the time of the laying of
the first stone, the building fund was still £500 short of
the amount needed (nothing changes doesiit!!).

The actua cost of the building was £3461-16s-
2d, and of this amount, £2943-13s-0d was paid to the
contractor. A figure of £202 was paid to the architect.
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The remaining costs are not specified (Congleton St.
James Old Boys Association 1923).

The plans produced by Messrs C. & J.Trubshaw
of Newcastle under Lyme were accepted by the
respective societies. The church would accommodate
650 people. The principal builder appointed was Mr
Samuel Faram of Odd Rode, and Mr Edward Massey of
Lawton would be responsible for the carpentry and
wood carving in the church.

The site on which the church was to be built had
been generously donated by Mr Edward Lowndes
Malabar. This is thought to be the site on which the
foundation stone for the Congleton viaduct, (originaly
to be built for the Manchester and Birmingham Railway
Company), was laid in 1839. Only a quarrel between
the company and the Grand Junction Railway, over the
Crewe section of the railway line, prevented the viaduct
from being completed. This quarrel however, led to
cancellation of the project, and the bricks that were
already on site are purported to have been used to build
the houses in Astbury Street, and even those in
Antrobus Street.

The High Steward of the Borough namely
Randle Wilbraham Esg. performed the ceremony of
laying the foundation stone for St. James’ Church on the
29" May 1847. (Macclesfield Courier & Herald 1847).
For this duty, he received an inscribed silver trowel.
The newspaper recounts the event as follows:

‘the day being the 29" May, great zeal was shown by the
inhabitants of the town in decorating their houses with oak
leaves and oak apples. Scarcely a house in some parts of the
town was without decoration of this kind, a circumstance
which was not only gratifying as affording a proof of the



11

forwardness of the season and the advanced stage of
vegetation in which the oak twigs appeared, but as a
practical repudiation of the anti-monarchical feelings of the
former Mayor of Congleton, John Bradshaw, the Regicide to
whose connexion with Congleton, some happy allusions were
made upon this occasion’.

A scroll was placed under the chief (foundation)
stone located in the north east corner of the chancel.
The text reads ‘In memorial of the founding of a church in
the District of St. James Congleton heretofore part of the
extensive parish of Astbury in the County of Chester. This
District contains a population of 3400, and was first
ingtituted by Her Majesty’s Commissioners under the
powers of the 6 and 7 vic. Cap. xxxvii entitled ‘an act to
make better provision for the spiritual care of populous
parishes, commonly known as Sir Robert Peel’s Church
Extension Act. On Saturday 29" May 1847, and the 187"
Anniversary of the Restoration and the 10" year of the
reign of our Sovereign Lady Victoria, this record was
deposited in the north-east corner stone of the chancel of
the said Church which was laid at the request of the
Committee by Randle Wilbraham Esqg., of Rode Hall, High
Steward of the Borough of Congleton, as the first stone and
foundation of a church dedicated by the name of St. James,
to Almighty God'.

The committee members consisted of the Revd.
Jonathan Wilson as secretary together with the
following members;

Revd. Willoughby Crewe Thomas Chaddock Esg.

Revd. John Hughes William Chaddock Esqg.

Revd. Edward Wilson Edward Lowndes Malabar Esg.
Revd. James Brierley Samuel Pearson Esg.

Revd. William Brewsher George Reade Esqg.

Randle Wilbraham Esg. James Pearson Esg.

Randle Wilbraham Junior Mr William Bull Esqg.

Gibbs Crawford Antrobus Esqg. Mr Samuel Bull Esq.
James Bateman Esqg. Mr John Wilson Esqg.
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On completion of the ceremony James Pearson,
(owner of Dane Mill) of West House, entertained
guests, and the day was in general treated as a holiday.

The stone used to build the church was millstone
grit quarried from The Cloud and Congleton Edge. The
roofs were tiled with green Westmorland dlate. The
style of architecture was Transitional Early English,
characterised by the steep roofs forming equilateral
triangles to the doorways and windows (Head 1887).

The building was completed by January 1849,
and consecrated by the Bishop Dr. Graham on the 27"
January in the same year. The Macclesfield Courier and
Herald reported on the event and an interesting
description of the church isincluded. ‘The church looks
well from whatever point it is viewed, but perhaps the best
view of it is as you catch the first sight on coming up West
Street from the town. Its towering roof, free from heaviness
from the sharpness of its pitch, the pleasing tint of its dlates,
the elegant bell gable at the western end of the nave, the
pretty porch, the deep broad buttress of the windows, simple
yet appropriate to the style of building leads the traveller to
stop to admire the new church.

Provision was made for adding a 160 foot spire
to the western end of the church by incorporating a
tower foundation stretching the full width of the nave.
The arch on the outside of the west wall of the church
would have been opened up to house a clock-face, a
peal of bells and also to create an organ chamber. In the
event, it was a simple bellcote which eventually graced
the western end of the church.

Although not very clear, the original plans of the
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church dated 1849 and created by Trubshaw, are
shown below. For comparison, the plan shown on

the 1875 town map is also shown on the following page.
The church design was conventional with a nave, side
aisles and chancel with aporch at the north entrance.

The nave measures 77 feet in length and is 27v2
feet in width. The north and south aisles are separated
from the nave by a series of high pointed arches,
supported by pillars of white Hollington stone with
moulded bases and capitals, the latter being relieved by
the alternate introduction of slight foliage.

The high roof of the nave, the roofs of the north
and south aisle and the chancel roofs are composed of
stained pinewood. The beams have been hammered
(shaped), have carved braces, and are supported on
stone corbels from the inner wall (Head 1887).

The clerestory windows are simple trefoils set in
arch mouldings.
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Plan of St. Jamesthe Great in 1875 town map

The chancel is paved with encaustic tiles
(largely donated by a Mr Winton), and measures 30 feet
long, 17 feet wide and is 35 feet in height. It isdivided
from the nave by a high pointed arch pillared in
Hollington stone.

The original east window was a triple lancet
filled with stained glass depicting the main events of our
Lord' s life. More detail on this window and the current
window can be found under the chapter on stained glass.

Single lancet windows are located at either side
of the chancel.

The vestry is located on the south side of the
chancel with the priest’s door on the north side of the
vestry.

The windows in the north and south aisles are of
two lights each, with foliated geometrical tracery having
trefoils and quatrefoils aternate.
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The church was originally lit by gas. The Ladies
Committee purchased two very unusua chandeliers for
£80. They were made of iron and brass and exhibited a
delicate gothic tracery. They were suspended by rods
of blue and gold from the nave roof. The chandeliers
were painted blue and scarlet and were richly gilded.
They must have been quite spectacular and elegant at
the same time. We do get some impression as to what
they looked like because they can be seen in the

photograph (page 81).

The brass lectern in the shape of an eagle with
outstretched wings was aso a gift from the Ladies
Committee.

A communion service set was gifted by Mrs W
Chaddock and a rich dtar cloth by Mrs Wilbraham of
Rode Hall.

The Font: - The font islocated at the rear of the church

and it is the first item one sees when one enters by the
north door of the church. The
font is made out of the most
elaborately carved block of
Hollington stone. The bowl
is supported on a centra
pillar  with four pillars
surrounding it. It is assumed
that the font was installed
when the church was built
(1847-49) but no records
exist to prove this.

In 1960, the existing wood font cover that was
beautifully carved by Mr Samuel Frodsham was gifted
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by him to St. James' in memory of his parents Jonathan
and Fanny Maud Frodhsam. The Frodsham family in
particular, Samuel Frodsham, were gifted wood carvers
and much of the woodwork in the church is the result of
their generosity over many years. Mr Frodsham was
apparently a woodwork teacher at Marlfields School for
many years.

In many churches the font is near the main door,
because baptism at the font symbolises entry into the
Christian community.

The Pulpit: - The beautifully carved oak pulpit (left)
was purchased by the
L adies Committee for
£36.2s.0d!

The pulpit that had
languished in auction
rooms for some time
had been part of the
effects of a private
gentleman who had
recently returned to
England. The pulpit
was  purchased by
auction when the
church  was being
built. Its origin is thought to be Belgian, circa 1600
(Head 1887). In another book however, it is said to date
back to the 16™ century (Mee 1959). Since this book
was published later, it may just be a misinterpretation of
Head's information. Attempts were made to value the
pulpit at one time. No value could be put on it, but the
valuer thought it was Jacobean (early 1600s). The
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pulpit is hexagonal in shape. The centre panel shows a
figure of Christ holding a cup or avase. At four of the
angles, the emblems of the Evangelists are seen, namely
The Man, The Lion, The Bull and The Eagle.

Two massive heavy oak chairs carved by a Mr
Beatty an old Congletonian were donated to the church
when it was built.
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THE STAINED GLASSWINDOWS

The Chancel.

The original east window (shown on the left) depicted
scenes from the life of Jesus Christ, and it was the work
of Wailes of Newcastle upon Tyne. The somewhat
blurred illustration forms part of alarger photograph of
the church taken as a postcard probably in the early
1900s. It serves only to show the difference in the
stained glass images between the origina and the
present east window shown on the right. The original
east window was replaced by the current east window in
1927. It is said that the origina east window was
installed in a church in Bebington on the Wirral.

Despite enquiries to Bebington churches, we
have not been able to confirm this. It is possible
however, that the glass from the window may have been
broken up and used in several windows. The new east
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window (right), was donated in memory of the late
Henry Lawton, Councillor of Park Lane Congleton.
The event was reported in the Congleton and
Macclesfield Mercury on the 19" November 1927. The
dedication ceremony at St. James Church was
performed by the Revd. Canon Newboult of Chester
Cathedral, in front of a congregation composed of
dignitaries and friends of the late Henry Lawton. The
Freemasons' movement, of which Henry Lawton had
been a Worshipful Master of Eaton Lodge, was well
represented. He joined the Freemason movement in
1905 at the age of 39. Between 1910 and 1911 he was
Worshipful Master of the
Lodge. The Revd. Canon
Newboult turned to the east
window in the chancel and
pronounced the dedicatory
prayer. ‘In the faith of Jesus
Christ we dedicate this
window to the glory of God
and in memory of His servant
Henry Lawton in the name of
the Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghost Amen’.

The window, for
which a special faculty was granted by the chancellor of
the diocese, was the work of Messrs J. Powell and Sons
Ltd. Wigmore St. London. It takes the place of the
former stained glass east window and has enormously
enhanced the beauty of the sacred edifice. The cost of
the work was financed by the family of the late
Councillor Lawton (Congleton & Macclesfield Mercury
1927).
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The late Colin and Mrs Margaret Cawley made a
specia study of the window severa years ago, for two
articles in the church magazine. ‘The subject of the
design for the window was taken from the Te Deum
Laudamus; an ancient canticle or hymn, sung or recited
in rhythmic prose at Matins or Morning Prayer in both
the Roman Catholic Church and the Church of England.
It is also used by both churches as an expression of
thanksgiving on special occasions. Its authorship is
unknown but it was compiled in the 5" century or
maybe earlier. Trandated as ‘WE PRAISE THEE O
GOD, it appears in traditional form in the Book of
Common Prayer with a more modern translation in the
‘Alternative Service Book'.  The passages illustrated
from the Te-Deum arein bold italic typeface.

The window shows in the centre light a large
figure of Christ the King of Glory, robed and crowned;
(Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ). At the base of
the centre light is the Crucifixion scene, and above the
central figure are angels holding a chalice (Whom thou
hast redeemed with thy precious blood). The Praise of
the Angels, located in the apex, is represented in the two
pieces of tracery, with angels holding a scroll on which
are the opening words of the Hymn * The Holy Ghost the
Comforter’ (To thee all angels cry aloud). In the side
lights, groups of apostles, prophets, martyrs and the
Holy Church are depicted. The figures shown are;
apostles, St. Peter, St Paul, St. Andrew and St. John,
(The glorious company of the Apostles praise thee);
prophets, St. John the Baptist, Isaiah, Ezekiel and
Daniel, (The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise
thee); martyrs, St. Stephen, St. Alban, St. Catharine and
St. Agnes, (The noble army of martyrs praise thee);
The Holy Church, St. Augustine, St. David, St. Aidan
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and St Patrick, (The Holy Church throughout the
world doth acknowledge thee).

The memoria inscription is placed on a Hopton
Wood Stone tablet and is as follows: ‘To the Glory of
God and in loving memory of Henry Lawton who died
5" December 1925. The East Window was given by his
wife and children (see page 19 for photograph of Henry
Lawton), (Parish Magazines February and March 1997).

TheNorth Aisle

The stained glass window located at the east end of the
north aisle was erected to the memory of Selina Ann
Pearson, daughter of James and Elizabeth Pearson. The
inscription reads ‘ Sacred to the memory of Selina Ann
Pearson of West House Congleton who died August 7™
1861 aged 16 years'.

In October 1883, a memorial
window was erected in the
church in memory of Mr
James Pearson who had been
church warden for thirty years
or more. ‘Mrs J. Pearson had
intended to be at the sole
charges of this handsome and
costly memorial; but in
deference to an earnest
request on the part of Mr
Pearson’s two grandchildren,
Messrs S and J. Pattison, as
also of eight faithful and attached servants from the
Dane Mill and West House who claimed the privilege of
thus testifying their affection, she has recognised that
claim and gladly consented to be associated with them
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in this last act of loving remembrance’. (Parish
Magazine October1883).

His death in July 1881 was a sad blow to the
church. The stained glass window was produced by
Messrs Clayton & Bell, and depicts the call of St. James
and St. John who are represented as ‘busily engaged in
the ship mending their nets'. The window is inscribed
‘To the glory of God and in loving memory of James
Pearson of West House who died 1% of July 1881.

James Pearson became Vicar’s Warden in 1850,
following the death of William Chaddock. He served as
Vicar’'s Warden up to his death in 1881.

South Aisle

The stained glass window on the east wall of the south
aisle has two lights, one dedicated to ‘the pious memory
of Thomas Chaddock who died 3" April 1855, the other
light being inscribed ‘sacred to the memory of William
Chaddock who died 13" February 1850’ .

Thomas and William Chaddock, both wine
merchants, were two of the original committee members
who founded St. James Church. At the first Vestry
Meeting, held on the 9" February 1849, William
Chaddock was elected to serve as Vicar's Warden
alongside George Reade as the Parishioners Warden.
William Chaddock served in this post until his death.

Towards the west end of the south aisle, a
stained glass window is dedicated to two sisters Jane
and Anne Acton. They were both school teachers at St.
James School. The window was installed in 1884 and
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the inscription reads; ‘Be careful for nothing, Thy face
Lord | seek'.
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HISTORY OF THE CHURCH ORGAN

The only reference to the fact that there was an organ
instaled in the early years of the church was that in July
1859, the church was closed for two weeks for
aterations, which included improvements to the
existing organ.

In the archives, it states that the organ was
cleaned, returned and raised off the floor on a two foot
high plinth. The Grecian front was removed and
replaced by a new front designed by Mr John Norbury
of Springfields.

In May 1870, an appeal was launched. Some of
the money would be used to repair the organ, and if
sufficient funding was available, a cornopean stop,
(giving the sound of a brass cornet) would be added
which would substantially improve its performance.

In 1887, Jardine and Co., organ builders were
brought in to examine the organ and as a result of this
examination, it was decided to purchase a new organ.
Mr John Wilson a parishioner objected and requested
that a second opinion be obtained as to whether the
organ was indeed repairable.

In May of the same year, Dr Joseph Bridge MA
Mus.D.(Oxon) F.C.O., organist and master of the
choristers of Chester Cathedral, examined the organ
thoroughly and this was his report: - ‘1 do not consider
it advisable to spend a single farthing upon the present
organ. The mechanismis old and faulty in the extreme
and the tone is poor. There are two or three softly
voiced and fairly good stops but | do not think it would
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be policy to incorporate these with new work. 1 should
offer the organ for sale in its entirety. It is well worth
£100 to any church happening to want one but no organ
builder would give anything approaching this sum. |
believe it to be real economy to provide a new organ
entirely’.  In June of the same year, Mr Samuel Moss
of Duke Street Macclesfield, (it does not refer to his
profession), was asked to report on the organ and his
views were somewhat different from Dr Bridge's. ‘The
great organ contains 9 stops — 54 notes. The swell
contains 6 stops — 42 notes. The pedalsinclude 1 stop —
29 notes. The pipes constituting each of these stops are
good and sound, of good metal or wood, well made and
almost as good as when first used’. Mr Moss said he
was surprised to find the organ in such good order.

During this period a faculty had been raised to
remove the old organ from its position in the chancel
and reposition it in a gallery over the west door. Mr
John Wilson took his objection to this proposal to the
consistory court in Chester. He raised an objection to
the organ being positioned above the west door on the
grounds of safety. The application was adjourned. It
would be eleven years later before the replacement
organ was installed.

In September 1896, the Vicar of St. James,
Revd. W. T. Warburton wrote to Robert Hope-Jones of
the Electric Organ Co. Ltd. with a view to obtaining a
new organ. A few days later Robert Hope-Jones
replied and requested to visit the church before advising
on the type of organ required (see page 117).
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Clearly this meeting was fruitful, because a
design for the new organ was prepared (shown below),
and this was incorporated in an appeal fund leaflet.

At a meeting of the Parishioners held on 25
January 1897, it was unanimously agreed that the organ
should be replaced. The organ favoured was one
operating on the Hope-Jones Electric System. Cost
would be saved because an organ chamber would not be
required. The console would be located in the front of
the church near the choir, and the organ pipes over the
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west door. The Hope-Jones system was recommended
by most organists in the country and Hope-Jones were
currently building most of the instruments. The cost of
the new organ would be £505.

Clearly the appeal for funding was successful,
because the new organ designed and built by Robert
Hope-Jones, was installed and subsequently dedicated
by Archdeacon Woosnam on the 2™ of February 1898.

The Hope-Jones pneumatic action was perfected
in 1891, enabling the organ to be played from a remote
console, but this organ must have been one of thefirst in
the country to have actually been built with a detached
console.

Dr Bridge the organist from Chester Cathedral
gave a recital on the new organ after the service of
dedication. According to the Congleton Chronicle, ‘he
succeeded in displaying the beauties of the instrument to
great advantage. Music was heard in all its tones from
the faintest whisper to the voice of thunder’.

This organ served St. James faithfully until
1940 when it was rebuilt by J.F. Rogers of Shelton. The
choir organ was removed for practical and economic
reasons and relocated in the main chamber at the west
end of the church. At the same time, the tremulant stop
was added to the swell organ. All the action was
modernised and a new console was built, but tonally the
new organ was just as Robert Hope-Jones originally
planned it.
Swell — Tibia— Violin — Gemshorn — 15™ — Cornopean
— Tremulant; Great — Bourdon — Diapason — Gamba —
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Principal; Choir — Lieblich — Viol D’Orchestre —
Dulciana; Pedal — Diaphone.

During this renovation of the organ, part of the
old organ somehow found its way into Stockport Town
Hall where it is currently on display on the first floor.
Jean Squires very kindly provided us with a photograph
of the exhibit. The caption reads ‘a three stop Slider
Machine (ex. St. James Congleton Cheshire) Hope-
Jones Opus 115'.

Following the rebuild of the organ, the
instrument served St. James Church without further
problems until its replacement which occurred in 1990.

In 1989, the Parochial Church Council had to
make some important decisions. The cost of upgrading
the existing organ would be in the region of £16,000.
The subsequent upkeep would be very expensive as
gpare parts were no longer available. Clearly, St
James had obtained excellent service from the Hope-
Jones designed organ now amost 100 years old. The
instrument was unique at the time of build, as it
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incorporated an electro-pneumatic action allowing the
organ console to be remotely installed away from the
organ chamber. A similar organ that had been fitted in
Worcester Cathedral had been removed after a few
years due to its unreliability. This had not been the case
a St. James. The meeting suggested that a digita
computerised organ should be eval uated.

An appeal to raise £15,000 was therefore started
and a variety of fund raising efforts were set in motion.
At the same time, a variety of organ manufacturers were
explored. Several organs at different churches were
evaluated, and finally the firm Copeman Hart in
Northampton were chosen to build the new organ.

In May 1990, the new organ was delivered to St.
James Church and installed by Mr Ernest Hart. The
new instrument is a modern digital computer organ
where authentic pipe organ sounds are captured on
micro-chip and amplified as the organist plays.

The console is two manual with 30 speaking
stops. The quality of sound produced is equally as good
as that of any pipe organ. The speakers conveying the
sound are conveniently hidden behind the existing
gilded pipes that were once part of the old Hope-Jones
organ.

The organ was dedicated by the Bishop of
Stockport the Rt. Revd. Frank Sargeant at the Sunday
service following itsinstallation. The organ in total had
cost £17,000 and just £500 needed to be found at the
point of installation.
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History would also repeat itself because on the
14" September 1990, the first organ recital on the new
organ was given by Mr Roger Fisher, Chester Cathedral
organist. This echoes the fact that it was Dr Bridge,
Chester Cathedral organist in 1898, who gave the first
organ recital on the Hope-Jones organ.

The photograph below shows Mr Ernest Hart
from Copeman Hart ‘voicing up’ the new organ during
the installation.

A buyer could not be found for the Hope-Jones
organ and it was subsequently dismantled. As referred
to earlier, a piece of the organ had found its way into
Stockport Town Hall and is currently on display (see

photograph page 28).

The new organ has been admired by numerous
visiting organists and the quality of sound is excellent.

In February 2001, a further £500 was spent on
upgrading the software which resulted in the sound
quality being even better than it was when the organ
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was originaly installed. The bulk of the cost of this
enhancement was generously paid for out of the estate
of Hilda Bartlett.

Above Mr Ernest Hart tests the newly installed organ

The photograph on the left shows the organ after
installation and the photograph on the right was kindly
loaned by Maggie Kearton and shows choirmaster John
Kearton putting the choir through their paces.
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Choirmastersat St. James Parish Church.
No records of the organist and the choirmaster are
available until the early twentieth century.

Robert Head (1910-1918)

Robert Head, the eldest son of
Mr and Mrs Robert Head of
Congleton, (the founders of the
Congleton Chronicle), became
the organist and choirmaster at
St. James when he was till in
his teenage years. He had
studied as a pupil and chorister
at St. Paul’s Cathedral London
and he studied the organ under
the late Dr Bridge who was
formerly the organist at Chester
Cathedral.

Robert Head held the position of choirmaster
and organist at St. James from 1910-1918. When he
left to take a position at Oswestry parish church, there
were twenty two boys and sixteen men in the choir.

Eventually, Robert Head became Professor of
Harmony, Counterpoint and Aural training at the Royal
School of Military Music, Kneller Hall London. He
gained his Bachelor of Music degree at Durham
University and was also FRCO and ARCM (piano).

In 1929, he went to Edinburgh as organist and
Master of Choristers at St. Mary’s Cathedral and as
lecturer at the Edinburgh Episcopal college. In 1935, he
was awarded a doctorate in music by Edinburgh
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University. The Congleton Chronicle reported his death
aged 63 around 1950.

Edwin Coppack (1918-1954)

Mr Edwin Coppack became the
organist and choirmaster at St.
James in 1918 and served in this
role for 36 years. He served
under 5 different incumbents,
namely the Revd. J. Barr, Revd.
T. Vickers, Fr. T. Barker, Fr. P. J.
Seymour and Fr. J. S. Leather.

Under Mr Coppack’ s guidance,

St. James’ choir used to take part
in music festivals at Sandbach in addition to serving St.
James Church. Mr Edwin Coppack also served for
twenty three years as vicar's warden and was appointed
headmaster of St. James' School in 1932 and held this
position until 1954.

Mr John Kearton (1954-2000)

Mr John Kearton had studied the
organ under Mr Edwin Coppack and
when he retired, John accepted the
position of organist and choirmaster.
Mr Kearton held this post almost
unbroken for 46 years until his death
in 2000. During this period, John
Kearton served 6 incumbents, Fr. J.
S. Leather, Fr. P. Bradbrook,
Fr.Tony Boyd, Fr. Raymond Elliot,
Fr. Alan Cook and Father Andrew
Burton.
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It was John Kearton's responsibility to ensure
that the 150" anniversary service held on the 10" July
1994 was memorable.

In 1999, a whole year of celebration
commemorating the consecration of St. James Church
in 1849 was devised, and many dignitaries visited the
church to attend the special services. The music for
these services was John Kearton' s responsibility.

John was also was grestly involved in the choice
of the new organ and appointed Chairman of the new
Organ Appeal Committee. He also worked closely with
Copeman Hart during the period up to, and during the
installation of the new organ.

Richard Lythall (2000-2003)

In October 2000 Richard
Lythall who had been
deputy organist for John
Kearton, was appointed to
the position of Director of
Music. Under thistitle he
became organist and
choirmaster.

During the period he held the above
appointment, Mr Lythall was also the church treasurer
and was studying for a university degree.

Despite these commitments and the fact that we
were in a long interregnum, he managed to introduce
orchestral musicians to several Sunday services. Mr
Lythall also planned and carried out a Songs of Praise
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service which was well received and has since been
successfully repeated.

In December 2001, Richard Lythall resigned the
position and it was not until Father Nigel Elbourne the
new incumbent joined us, that Richard was re-appointed
as Director of Music in June 2002. In August 2003
however, Richard offered his resignation stating that he
wished to put al his time into studying for his degree.
His resignation was accepted and the position of
Director of Music is currently vacant.

During the period in which the Director of
Music post has been vacant, Mr David Johnson Director
of Congleton Choral Society has diligently played the
organ at services and Mr Vernon Spicer an emeritus lay
reader and a member of the choir has acted as
choirmaster. Thisis currently the situation.
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INCUMBENTSOF ST. JAMESTHE GREAT
PARISH CHURCH

The photograph above shows the plague
currently mounted on the west wall of the church,
depicting the names of all the incumbents that have
presided over St. James Church to the present day. The
plague was presented to the church in 1982 in memory
of the Revd. Stanley Leather, (1952-1965).
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Prior to the building of St. James' Church, the
first ministers were the Revd. Thomas Green and the
Revd. Gustavus Barton. Revd. Barton died in 1846, and
he was succeeded by the Revd. Jonathan Wilson of
Catharine Hall Cambridge. His main aim wasto be able
to provide parishioners with a more appropriate place to
worship than the schoolroom in Astbury Street.

Revd. Jonathan Wilson BA (1849-1869). He presided
over the building of St. James Church. He was
appointed secretary to the committee that succeeded in
raising the money to publicly finance the new church.
Jonathan Wilson officiated at the first marriage in the
church in 1849, that of Charles Holt aged 25, bachelor
and silk spinner of Silk St. Congleton, to Sarah Harrop
aged 28, of Park Lane Macclesfield. He aso married
James and Elizabeth Pearson on the 25" September
1849 and on the 17" January 1850, Jonathan Wilson
aged 30, bachelor and Perpetual Curate of the Parish of
St. James’, was married to Henrietta Clayette aged 34
widow, West Cottages Congleton. It does not say who
performed the ceremony.

During his incumbency an incident reported in
the County Court Proceedings of 1866 dated the 6"
February, caused consternation. St. James Young
Men’'s Brass Band originally formed in 1857 with the
vicar's blessing, had lost its original leader Henry
Barlow. Discipline had become lax and boys
unattached to St. James' had joined the band which had
opened dance classes in the meadows. This activity
drew several complaints, and after a young girl
committed suicide, the trustees demanded that the boys
give back their instruments but they refused. They were
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taken to court and the court found in favour of the
trustees. The band did however re-form at alater date.

In 1859, the pulpit which stood originally in the
chancel was moved back to stand in the chancel arch.
This provided more room for additional pews. At the
same time, the pulpit height was lowered by about a
foot without impairing its beauty. An additional four
pews holding an additional 32 people were placed in the
chancel. Originaly designed to accommodate 650
people, it seems incredible to us today that additional
pews were required. What a wonderful sight it must
have been to see the church full.

In the same year, the chancel was wainscoted
and the Ten Commandments, rubricated on two sheets
of plate glass, and framed in oak, were placed at either
side of the triple lancet window and to each side of the
main altar. Their original location can be seen in the
photographs on pages 81 and 82. These magnificent
plagues were made by Messer Edmundson & Son of
Manchester. They are currently located at either side of
the church room door on the west wall of the church.

Originally the church was heated by a pot stove
but this was replaced by a boiler with piping installed al
round the chancel.

Mr John Norbury of Springfields Congleton
designed a new organ front and donated a new reading
desk made out of deal that was made by Mr John Brown
of Congleton.
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It was during the Reverend Wilson's
incumbency that North Street Boys' School was built in
1861 (see pages 99-100).

The Revd. Jonathan Wilson was the incumbent
at St. James' for twenty three years. During his period
of office a vicarage house was built in Newcastle Road,
West Heath at a cost of £1500, and he was the driving
force behind this acquisition.

In the Vestry minutes of 1870, the Chairman
was asked to write to Jonathan Wilson, by then the
Rector of Long Newton County Durham, thanking him
for hisinvaluable service to the Parish, and to wish him
health and happiness in his new position. Jonathan
Wilson died in 1885.

There is a memoria slab of marble in the
chancel to the memory of Sarah, wife of William Binley
Dickenson and mother of the Revd. Jonathan Wilson.

Revd. Frank Howard Hopwood M.A. (1869-1879).
Very little information is available on the ministry of
the Revd. Hopwood. It is not known from whence he
came to St. James. In 1870, one year after taking
office, an appeal was launched to clean, repair and
ventilate the church. The Revd. Hopwood chaired this
appeal. Funds were needed to pay for the new boiler,
renovate the organ (see page 24), improve the system of
gas lighting, renew the defective varnishing of the pews
and clean the walls and ceilings in the north aisle.
Parishioners were reminded that the ‘sittings' were free,
and that since contributions had not been requested for
the last ten years, it was hoped that what was desired
now would be cheerfully subscribed.
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Clearly funds were raised, because Samuel
Titley of Congleton was able to carry out a thorough
cleaning process of the church between the 25" July and
29" August in the same year. The ceilings were cleaned
and re-whitewashed. The timberwork pertaining to the
roof was cleaned and rubbed down with linseed oil,
walls were repainted and the stonework rubbed and
cleaned. The pews were cleaned, re-varnished and the
metal re-gilded. Some of the lead and glass was
removed from the upper foil of the first and third trefoil
clerestory windows enabling a copper framework to be
fixed.

In 1877, the Revd. Hopwood decided the hymn
books should be changed to Hymns Ancient and
Modern in keeping with their use in surrounding
churches. Accordingly, the views of the parishioners
were sought, but there are no records of their views on
this topic, or even whether the change over of the hymn
books actually took place.

Revd. George Arthur Kempson M.A. (1879-1887). It
was during the Revd. Kempson's ministry, that in 1881,
James Pearson, Vicar's Warden for thirty years died.

James Pearson had been associated with St
James' since its inception. He was one of the original
trustees and was a well respected business man in the
town. James Pearson, a silk manufacturer, traded from
Dane Mill for many years manufacturing sarsnets (thin
tissues of fine silk) and ferrets (narrow silk or cotton
ribbon used for edging fabric). He was town mayor
from 1871-2 and 1872-3, and Alderman of the Town
Council for 40 years. His home had been West House
throughout this period of hislife.
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At the wedding of his only surviving daughter
(Elizabeth Rosaline to Edward Lodewyk Crowther Esq.)
in 1867, instead of having a ball in the evening, he and
his wife entertained 500 children from St. James
School in a marquee in the grounds of West House. His
workers at Dane Mill were generoudly entertained in the
Astbury Street School.

In 1882, the Revd. Kempson was approached by
other churches to incorporate the church magazine with
other church magazines. In the January 1883 magazine
he said that he had refused to do this because St. James'
magazine was wel| established, and parishioners liked to
have their copies bound. In the same magazine he
reports that communicants have increased from fifty
five to ninety seven! (Parish Magazine January1883).

In the same year estimates were obtained from
the Corporation for the fixing and fitting of lights to the
pillars and for the removal of the gas chandeliers. The
churchwardens however received numerous complaints
from the parishioners requesting that the chandeliers
should not be removed. This rearrangement of the
lighting was therefore postponed.

The chancel floor was retiled. The original tiles
had been damaged by coconut matting. The tiles were
donated by Colonel Minton Hollins but the cost of
fixing them was £20.

In October 1883, the stained glass window in
memory of James Pearson was installed in the north
aisle (see page 21). In the same month, a new staircase
to the pulpit and accompanying brass rail, a gift from
the Revd. Kempson's brother Revd. E. Alfred
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Kempson, was installed.  Originally, the steps were on
the right of the pulpit and led into the nave (see the
photographs on pages 81-83).

In December 1883, the Revd. Kempson gave the
address at Miss Kennerly’s celebration of 21 years as
Headmistress at St. James' School (see page 111).

In 1885, the memoria window to Jane and Anne
Acton was installed in the south aisle. Jane and Anne
were sisters and taught at St. James' School.

The influence of the Oxford Movement was
probably first raised under the stewardship of the Revd.
Kempson. During his incumbency he attempted to
change the layout of the church. He was prevented
from doing so however, by John Wilson a member of
the church and also the Town Clerk. John Wilson had a
reputation for being difficult to deal with. He
overwhelmed the Vestry Meeting (at which this item
was discussed) with his supporters, and the proposal
was crushingly defeated.

During the incumbency of the Revd. George
Kempson, a special medal was struck to commemorate
the consecration of St James' Church in 1849. The
names of the first three incumbents were engraved on
the medal (seetheillustration at the front of this book).

In 1887, the Revd. Kempson left St. James' to
become the Rector of Bendcombe.
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Revd. Roger Kerrison Preston M.A. (1887-1893).
Revd. Preston presided over the
years during which the
replacement of the organ was
debated (see page 24). No
further information on his
ministry has been found.

Revd. James Stapleton Cotton (1893-1895). He was
only at St. James for two years, prior to becoming
Canon and Rural Dean of Audlem.

Revd. Charles Stubbs M.A. (1895-1896). He was
appointed as Priest in Charge and was at St. James' for
twelve months.

Revd. Walter Taylor Warburton M.A. (1896-1904).
He presided over the
installation of the new
organ built by Robert
Hope-Jones (see pages 24-
26).

In 1898 the blue and
scarlet gas chandeliers
originally purchased by
the Ladies Committee
were removed and new
gas lights were attached to
the pillars in the church
illustrated on page 82. The prime reason for the
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removal of the chandeliers was because one of them had
to be removed to install the Hope-Jones Organ. It was
therefore considered that both should be removed and
new lighting installed. The chancel lights were donated
in the memory of George Brook and Louisa Jane Brook
in 1901. The work was carried out by Mr H. Thursfield
and the new gas lighting remained unchanged until
electric lighting was installed in 1939.

It was also during the Revd. Warburton's
ministry that the first Parochial Church Council was
formed in 1903. It consisted of the churchwardens,
sidesmen, lay representatives and one member of the
choir with the power to add to their number.

The Revd. Warburton left St. James' in 1904 to
take up aliving in Egremont near Liverpool.

Revd. Ambrose Heygate M .A. Keble College Oxford

(1904-1918).
The Revd. Ambrose
Heygate's ministry for a
considerable period of
time encompassed a bitter
battle ground on religious
education.

There were attempts at the
time by the government to
force church schools to
teach religious doctrine of
other creeds.

In 1906, the Parochia
Church Council discussed the proposed Education bill
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and under the chairmanship of Mr W. P. Reade, it was
moved that:- ‘The parishioners of &. James Parish
Vestry assembled desire to record their protest against
the legisative proposals of the Government as is
embodied in the Education Bill now before Parliament,
which they regard as calculated to inflict injustice on all
the Denominational Schools by preventing them being
used for the purpose for which they were founded, and
as opposed to the true interests of Education and of
Religion’.

This letter was sent to the Member for the
Division and to the Minister of Education.

Clearly this bill was heavily criticised because it
was dtill under discussion in 1908. At this Council
meeting the following resolution was sent to the Prime
Minister, the Minister of Education and the Member for
the Division; ‘ The meeting cannot accept any settlement
of the Question of Religious Education which does not
fully recognise the rights of the Parents to decide what
kind of Religious Education their own children shall
recelve, or which gives an unfair advantage to
denominational or any kind of undenominational
religious instruction’.

Several mgjor changes to the fabric of the church
occurred during the Revd. Heygate' s period of office.

In November 1905, a brass cross was gifted by
Mrs S. Hammond Waker of Whitfield House
Congleton in memory of her late husband William
Hammond Walker. The floral cross it replaced now
stands on the window sill of the east window above the
Communion Table. This gentleman must have been an
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accountant by profession, because his name appears at
the bottom of the church accounts.

In 1908, the vestry was enlarged and this was
paid for by Mrs Mary Louisa Williamson of Mortlake
House, (currently the Woodlands public house).

In the same year, new wrought iron railings were
erected on the north and west walls surrounding the
church grounds and new wrought iron gates were fitted
to keep trespassers out.

In 1910, Robert Head was appointed organist.
(see page 32).

Two years later, in February the Revd. Heygate
and his wife celebrated their silver wedding. The party
took place in St. James School Hall and the Revd. and
Mrs Heygate were presented with a silver rose bowl.

In 1914, the Revd. Heygate was appointed to
the office of Honorary Canon of Chester Cathedral.

In 1915, Private Ernest Whalley of the Cheshire
Regiment was killed in action in France. He was
‘believed to be the first from . James Parish to give
his life for King and country in the present War’.
(Astbury Parish Magazine 1915). By 1917, 180 men
from the parish of St. James were serving with the
colours.

On November 17" 1918, a Thanksgiving Day
was held to commemorate the end of the war. In the
same year Mr Robert Head the organist left to take up
an appointment at a school in Oswestry. He later
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became organist and master of Choristers at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Edinburgh. Mr Edwin Coppack succeeded
him as organist.

Also, in the same year, a decision was taken by
the Council to admit ladies to serve on the Parochial
Church Council.

The Revd. F.N. Dodd who had served as a curate
for the past five years left and Canon Heygate preached
his last sermon on the 16™ November 1918. He was
appointed to the Rectory of Willersey, in the Diocese of
Gloucester near Broadway. Mrs Solly presented Mrs
Heygate with an illuminated gift book and a wrist watch
on behalf of the Needlework Guild.

Revd. David Harrop Boyle M.A. (1919). He was
inducted on Friday 10" January 1919. The service was
conducted by Canon Stapleton Cotton a previous
incumbent of St. James'. On the 9" March of the same
year, he announced that he would be leaving to become
the Vice Principa of Chester Diocesan Training
College. His last post was Rector of St John the
Evangelist Moffatt. (1938-1944). He died in Bridlington
on June 19™ 1957.

At a gathering of the parishioners at Overton
House the Chairman of the Parochial Church Council
Dr. L. Moir sad that St. James Church and its
parishioners had gone through a difficult eighteen
months. They had said farewell to Canon Heygate, the
Revd. Dodd, the Revd. Harrop Boyle and not least the
organist Robert Head. The new incumbent, Revd. John
Barr was present at the meeting and was warmly
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welcomed. He had preached on several occasions during
the interregnum.

Revd. John Henry Barr M.A. (1919-1925).
The Revd. Barr was a very
keen  sportsman. He
obtained his blue for
swimming in his first year
at Cambridge. Later he
played Rugby for the
University against Oxford.
He was ordained deacon at
Southwell in  September
1910 and gained his M.A.
in 1914. He served his
curacies at Holy Trinity
Chesterfield and Beeston
Nottinghamshire. He later
becoming chaplain and
games master on board the cadet training ship H.M.S.
Conway. He was a noted water polo player and played
association football for Southport and Notts County.

On the 21% June 1919, a ‘Welcome Home' was
organised for all the men of the parish who had served
in the forces. St. James School in Astbury Street
hosted the party.

In 1920, tablets of stone were erected on the
east wall, underneath, and on either side of the window
in the south aisle. The stones carried a memorial
inscription, and the names of the men of the parish who
gave their lives in the First World War. The cost of the
memorial was paid for by voluntary contributions.
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The Revd. Barr left St. James' Church in June
1925 to become the Rector of Bromborough. The
Chronicle heralded his sporting life, and said that he
was probably the most versatile and accomplished
sportsman that had ever resided in the borough. He will
also be remembered for starting the first Mothers
Union group at St. James' which still flourishes today.

Revd. Thomas VickersB.A. (1925- 1930).
The Revd. Vickers was
known to be responsible for
the introduction of Anglo-
Catholicism to St. James
Church, a tradition of
which has been upheld to
the present day.

The Revd. Thomas Vickers
was collated by the Bishop
of Chester and inducted by
Canon J. H. Armitstead,
Rurad Dean, on the 14"
September 1925.

Revd. Vickers was educated at Wolsingham Grammar
School and at Hatfield Hall University of Durham. He
obtained a B.A. degree in 1909. He was senior curate at
Warrington parish church. He was also curate in charge
of St. Clements's Mission from 1909-1916, and was
later appointed curate of the Parish Church of Liverpool
where he remained until 1919, when he was made Priest
in Charge of Lulindi Central Africa, and there he spent
three years. From 1922 until 1925, he was chaplain of
Dar-es- Salaam in Tanganyika Territory.
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As mentioned earlier the real influence of the
Oxford Movement and Anglo-Catholicism came to St.
James Church through the Revd. Thomas Vickers.

Only twelve months after his induction, a
faculty was raised to lower the level of the floor of the
Sacrarium (sanctuary), remove three pews from the east
end of the south aisle, and to furnish the space at the
east end so provided with chairs, in lieu of the said
pews. The existing Holy Table was moved from the
east end and placed beneath the war memorial. A new
Holy Table of carved oak replaced the existing table.
Two candlesticks of brass were placed on a Retable
above the Holy Table. The east end so furnished, was
then to be used as a side chapel. This became known as
the Holy Cross Chapel and still exists today.

In the same year, a new Holy Table was made
to replace the existing one that had been installed in the
newly created Holy Cross Chapel. It was carved out of
oak by Mr Jonathan Frodsham and paid for by Harriet
Carson, wife of William Lindsey Carson of Moody
Terrace. Brass candlesticks were a gift from Mrs
Francis Baird of Ellenden Sandhurst. The remaining
money was voluntarily contributed. New communion
rails made of oak, to replace those that were now in the
Holy Cross Chapel, were installed.

In 1927, the triple lancet window was replaced
(see pages 18-20).

In 1928, Congleton Borough Council acquired
approximately six square yards of the church groundsin
in the north east corner to widen West Street.
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The Revd. Vickers purchased the first set of
vestments but was unable to use them before he | eft.

When Revd. Vickers arrived at St. James' he
had stated to the Council that he did not wish that the
church should incur any debt. He left the church with
the satisfaction that finances were in good order. Revd.
Vickers was presented with a fine three piece suite. He
will best be remembered for his alteration of the
Sanctuary and renovation of the church. The family
moved to Oughtrington Rectory near Warrington.

Father Thomas William Barker M.A. Selwyn

College Cambridge (1930-1943).
Father  Barker  was
inducted on the 17"
May 1930. He was a
native of Barrowby near
Grantham and educated
a Selwyn College
Cambridge and Ely
Theological College.
He was ordained deacon
by the Bishop of
Chichester in 1914 and
priested in 1915. His
first position was that of
curate at St. Matthias,
Preston, Brighton,

followed by St. Saviours Walthamstow.

In 1917 he went to St. John the Baptist,
Chester where he was a Chaplain to the forces during
1918-1919. Father Barker came to Congleton from
Worleston Nantwich.
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Father Barker was a staunch Anglo-Catholic
and did not find it easy to convert some parishioners.
He was labelled ‘High Church’ but he persevered and
eventually won people over. He introduced the
Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament and used
vestments in the services. A new set of vestments were
made by the ladies of the church, using silk spun at
Forge Mill and dyed at Silversprings Timbersbrook.
They were red with aviolet orphrey (see page 92).

In 1933, the pulpit was moved again, so that the
front panel faced the nave and the pulpit steps led into
the north aisle as it is today (see photograph on page
84).

In 1933, the bell in the turret was taken down,
recast and re-hung.

The reading desk introduced in 1859 was
removed and two clergy stalls of oak were installed.
This reduced the seating numbers by ten.

In this year, 1933, permission was requested to
remove the existing gas fittings and to introduce electric
lighting. Thiswas refused and it was not until 1939 that
electric lighting was installed, the existing gas system
being worn out.

In 1940, a faculty was raised to accommodate an
Aumbry (a recess for church vessels), in the south wall
of the side chapel. In the same year the organ was re-
built (see page 27). The Aumbry and the re-built church
organ were dedicated by the Bishop of Chester Dr D. H.
Crick, at an evening service in December.
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In 1942, the Guild of St Agatha for girls of
school age was set up by Mrs Stansfield and Mrs
Coppack. This move was applauded by Father Barker as
he had commented on the decline in numbers of
communicants.

On the 28" May 1943, Father Barker said
farewell to St. James. His last sermon included the

following passage ‘For thirteen years | have tried to preach the
whole Gospel in all its fullness without fear or favour. How far |
have succeeded, only God can judge; one thing | can say is that,
with all our faults — and they are many: we all have them, - | have
not tried to be clever, but have tried always and consistently to
preach the whole Gospel of the Catholic faith. Everyone of us who
realises the seriousness of life and the importance of our religion
has to wrestle not only against flesh and blood - the tendency of
ourselves to dackness and indifference of many people to the
claims of God - but also against ‘principalities and powers. We
have to fight against the wiles of the devil and his evil spirits. We
know that he is clever and subtle, that if he fails on making a
frontal attack on Christian religion he becomes more subtle and
insidious. It isbecause of this we have to take on the whole armour
of God. We dare not fail or tamper with religion or dispense with
the aid that the whole Gospel can give us in the fight against the
world, the flesh and the devil’.

Father Barker became the vicar of Brize Norton
Oxfordshire and was there for eighteen years.

In 1961, Father Barker made a special visit to St.
James Church where he was married to Miss Annie
Dale of Blake Street Congleton. The couple were
married by the Revd. John N. Hardy, Rural Dean of the
Vale of the White Horse. After the ceremony, the Revd.
Stanley Lesther, vicar of St. James church, invited
them and his guests back to the vicarage.
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Father Barker retired in the same year and
moved to Alton in Hampshire. In 1965, Father Barker
celebrated fifty years as a priest at his local church All
Saints Church Alton. He was now Honorary Priest but
confessed he was ‘working as hard as ever filling in for
local churches'.

Father Barker died on 1% April 1980 at the age
of 89.

Father Philip Seymour L. Th. (1943-1952).
The photograph (opposite) is
taken from a news cutting found
in the archives. It was taken at a
vicarage garden party in 1950.

Father Seymour arrived at St
James having exchanged the
living of Brize Norton with
Father Barker. Most of Father
Seymour’'s ministry had taken
place in Australia. He had been
Rector of Palmyra, a suburb of
Freemantle and the Rector of
Wiuna with Meekatharra, both
gold mining towns. He was
Chaplain of Mitchell River Mission, a native settlement
on the Cape Y ork Peninsula, in the Gulf of Carpentaria,
where he was in charge of a native school in addition to
church duties. On his return to England, he served for
SiXx months as assistant priest a8 Woodstock Oxford
before going to Brize Norton.

Father Seymour was a staunch Anglo-Catholic,
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and built upon the foundations that Father Barker had
laid. He introduced the use of incense at the Eucharist,
and aso Stations of the Cross during Lent, and
Devotions. Father Seymour also arranged a pilgrimage
to Walsingham which was well attended despite the
accommodation being in tents!

A thriving scout group was started by Father
Seymour and a teenagers youth club was held at the
vicarage. Mr Cyril Jackson, husband of Lucille Jackson
became a scout leader. Many male members of the
congregation joined the club which was a tribute to his
teaching. Roy Eardley told me of a game that they often
used to play in the vicarage that was akin to British
Bulldogs, but they used to play it in the dark!! The
participants producing screams of anguish punctuated
by yells of delight were frequently illuminated by the
vicarage lights controlled by Father Seymour! You
would not be able to play such a game in the politically
correct society we have to put up with today.

Father Seymour usually rode his bicycle to and
from church and for further distances he was driven by
hiswifein their Hillman Minx christened ‘ Andrew’.

Father Seymour made several enemies over his
beliefs but he remained immovable in his theologica
outlook. In so doing, he enhanced the Anglo-Catholic
tradition of St. James' and will be remembered with
affection by many for that alone.

This gentleman had a clearly unusua approach
to his parishioners. The first time Mr John Kearton the
choirmaster was introduced to him, he put out his hand
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to shake hands and Father Seymour promptly threw
John over his shoulder! Weird.

Father Seymour will also be remembered by
many past pupils of St. James School as a strict
disciplinarian. He was not averse to dishing out
punishment to ‘wayward pupils and referring to them
as ‘little heathens was not unheard of. Mr John
Condliffe, the then editor of our local newspaper the
Congleton Chronicle, aso found Father Seymour a
difficult person to deal with, afact well remembered.

Mr Roy Eardley said that he used to regularly
serve as a youngster at church. ‘If you did not turn up
on time Father Seymour would be knocking at your
door demanding to know why you were not in church’

He was a stickler for protocol and for saving
money, which was no bad thing. The altar candles at
that time were made of beeswax and were expensive to
buy. He had therefore decreed that three minutes prior
to the start of the service, the altar candles should be lit
and not before!

On one occasion Roy Eardley lit them five
minutes early and Father Seymour ordered him to
extinguish them. The point was that by the time the
candles had been put out it was time to light them again!

In Father Seymour’s time, all servers wore red
cassocks and white surplices with sguare cut collars.
The choir wore black cassocks and round collared
surplices.
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Mr Eardley’s brother Rex apparently used to
pump the air for the organ on a regular basis. It was
said that he received a ‘tanner’ (six old pence) each
service. Mr Eardley also told us that ‘ parents gave you
a penny to put on the plate at Catechism but it was quite
normal for the young servers to put the penny on the
plate but take a halfpenny off it! A halfpenny to a
youngster was alot of money in those days.

In 1947, Father Seymour launched a Centenary
Appeal to raise £200 to purchase new clergy stalls (see
page 126). The photograph shows him in the church
garden collecting donations for his appeal.

In 1952, after nine years at St. James', Father
Seymour announced he would be leaving to take up a
living at Long Crendon in Buckinghamshire. From
there, he moved to Chevington near Bury St. Edmunds.
Eventually he travelled to the West Indies to the island
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of Antigua where he remained to his death in 1974, still
in harness asapriest at 73.

Father James Stanley L eather (1952-1965).
Father Leather was born in
Wallasey and was educated at
the local grammar school. On
leaving school he went into a
shipping office in Liverpool.
After several years he left to
study for the ministry at the
famed Lichfield Theological
College. He was ordained
priest in 1933 by the Rt.
Revd. Geoffery Fisher, the
Bishop of Chester, (who of
course, eventually became the
Archbishop of Canterbury). Father Leather served his
first curacy at St. James' Church Gatley. Father Leather
subsequently served the parish of St Augustine
Brinksway and held two further curacies in the
Midlands, namely St John’s West Bromwich and Holy
Trinity Coventry where he was appointed Priest in
Charge and was responsible for the district churches of
Whitely and Willenhall.

In 1944, he was appointed vicar of St. Thomas
Hyde and in 1952 he cameto St. James' asvicar.

The induction took place on the 18" October and
the Rt. Revd. Douglas H. Crick Bishop of Chester
presided. He took as his text ‘but ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you'.
The Archdeacon of Macclesfield the Venerable J. Tyler
Whittle assisted the Bishop.
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In 1953, afaculty for a Reredos (altar panelling)
was obtained. The work was beautifully carved by Mr
Samuel Frodsham, and it was dedicated on the 8"
December, to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 in
commemoration of the Coronation.

In April 1954, attempts were made to obtain a
list of those in the parish who had died in the Second
World War with a view to placing a suitable memorial
tablet in the church. Drawings were made of a sounding
board and tablet but nothing came to fruition.

On the 3 April 1955, (Pam Sunday), the 14
figuresin relief of the Stations of the Cross made out of
plaster were dedicated. They were given in memory of
the deceased parents of Father Leather and his sister. In
the same year, the Paschal Candlestick was gifted by
Mrs J. Eardley in memory of her husband and 120
kneelers were donated by the Mothers Union.

Father Leather continued the development of the
Lady Chapel started by Father Seymour. In 1957, a
communion rail, made from wood taken from the old
organ loft, was installed. A Credence Table was gifted
by Mrs E. Mills in memory of her husband and a figure
of St. Werburgh, carved by Mr Frodsham was placed in
the chapel.

The Lectern was moved from its position near
the pulpit (see photographs pages 81-83), to its current
position at the end of the front pew on the right hand
side (see page 84).

Mr Edwin Coppack resigned as organist and
choirmaster in 1958 after forty years service. Mr John
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Kearton succeeded him and held this post until his death
in 2000.

In 1960, an oak screen was installed on the
western side of the organ console, given by Mr Douglas
Antrobus in memory of his late wife Harriet. The Font
cover was gifted by Mr Samuel Frodsham in memory of
his parents Jonathan and Fanny Maud Frodsham and the
table and stand for hymn and prayer books was given in
memory of Thomas and Hannah Coppack.

In 1962, a pulpit tester (canopy) was donated by
Mrs J. S. Leather in memory of her parents Margaret
and John Thomas Robinson. Mr Frodsham paid for the
resilvering of the altar ornaments. New carpet was laid
in the church in time for Christmas 1962.

In 1964 and 1965, severa alterations were made
to the Holy Cross Chapel. The height of the Holy Table
was reduced and placed on a four inch platform. The
south wall was also panelled. This work was done to
commemorate the memory of Florence S. Robinson,
and Francis E. Stubbs. Mr Samuel Frodsham carried
out the woodwork. Doors were donated for the
Aumbry by John and Maggie Kearton in memory of
Harry and Elizabeth Blackhurst. At the same time,
Samuel Frodsham carved a kneeling figure of Father
Leather on the communion rail.

Father Leather was at St. James Church for
thirteen happy years but eventually he had to retire
through ill health. At his farewell service, the vicar
was presented with a cheque for £50 from the
parishioners. Father Leather and his wife said they had
been very happy at St. James and were sorry to have to
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leave. He spent the rest of hislife living in a cottage on
the ‘Cloud’ aptly named Compostela, the name of the
Spanish town where the shrine of St. James the Great is
to be found. The cottage also overlooked his much
beloved St. James Church. After many years of
suffering he died on the 28" February 1982. At his own
request, the Revd. Stanley Leather was buried in his
vestments.

Many parishioners who had known Stanley
Leather said that the only way to describe him was a
‘gentleman’. He was well liked and well respected by
the people of St. James when he was their incumbent.
Fortunately, for many parishioners, there are many
memories of Stanley Leather and his family in St
James Church: the carving on the communion rail and
the Stations of the Cross to name but two.

Father Peter David Bradbr ook (1965-1979).
Father Peter Bradbrook
studied at Kelham
Theologica College, was
made deacon in 1960 and
ordained Priest in 1961. He
served a  St. Oswald
Chester and St. Ethelreda
Fulham before coming to
St. James’ in 1965.

During his ministry, the
size of the parish changed.
and the population
increased from about 3,000 to around 8,000 as a result
of the building of the estates in West Heath. The
Diocese was of the opinion that a worship centre should
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be built in West Heath but, in the event, this was not
carried out. Father Bradbrook therefore saw his task as
parish priest to build a congregation from the new
residents in the thriving West Heath community and
blend it with the regular churchgoers from around the
town.

Considerable experimentation with services and
service structure occurred in Father Bradbrook’s
ministry. Liturgical changes resulted in several forms
of service being tried: Series |, then 11 and finaly I11.
Series 111 was used once a month and emphasised the
family aspect of worship. New service booklets were
introduced to assist newcomers to follow the service.

A free standing altar was used at the family
service. Degspite all these differences to the style of
services the Anglo-Catholic tradition of worship at St.
James was maintained

Weekday services were increased but it was not
possible to run services daily throughout the week.

The Patronal Festival was shared with St. James'
Gawsworth in the time of Archdeacon House as was
Corpus Christi.

The present vicarage (116 Holmes Chapel Road)
was acquired by the Diocese and Father Bradbrook and
his family were the first occupants.

During Father Bradbrook’s ministry, the Council
of Churches was formed and St. James contributed
substantially to their programme of united services and
events. In particular, joint services were held with the
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United Reformed Church on the fifth Sunday in the
month and each church took its turn to host the united
service. This has now widened to encompass all church
denominations and still continues today under the
umbrella name of Churches Together in Congleton.

Father Bradbrook encouraged the devel opment
of house groups for Lent discussion and he introduced
several enjoyable and rewarding courses that helped to
deepen the faith of individuals.

A planned giving scheme was introduced. This
Stewardship campaign was led by the Diocesan Director
of Stewardship. The project was challenging, but not
entirely successful. Income was increased but the time
and talents part of the campaign was pretty fruitless.
The same volunteers continued to do most of the work
in the parish. The PCC attempted to increase the
spirituality of Stewardship and a successful Discovery
Week was led by the Franciscan monk Brother Raphael
using house parties, services and prayer.

St. James Court was built on the site originally
acquired for a vicarage and St Mary’s Court was built in
West Heath. Father Bradbrook began a monthly service
at St. Mary’s Court, so that residents could participate in
Sunday evening worship. Holy Communion was
regularly administered to the residents of The Mount
and Knowlton House and sacramental ministry to the
sick formed a regular part of the work at St. James
church.

Mrs Bradbrook inherited a thriving branch of the
Mothers Union that celebrated its Golden Jubilee
(1975) during Father Bradbrook’ s time in office.
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In 1975, the church was fortunate at this time to
receive two substantial bequests in memory of Frank
and Fanny Kennerley, and Mabel Leah. These were
used to make several major alterations to the fabric of
the church. An interior roof was installed over the nave
which undoubtedly made the church warmer in winter
and reduced the heating bills. Prior to 1975, the internal
roof of the church was formed from stained pinewood,
the timbers shaped with hammer beams and carved
braces and al supported on stone corbels from the inner
walls. The north and south aisles and the chancel roof
still show the stained pinewood beams.

The church was rewired and new electric
lighting was added. This consisted of several lanterns
and severa clusters of spotlights (see photograph on
page 84). The church was also re-decorated. The
sanctuary lamps were changed from oil to neon flicker
lights.

Part of the west end of the church was aso
partitioned off to form a meeting room and toilets and a
kitchen were added.

The north east corner of the churchyard was
developed into a memoria garden for the interment of
ashes.

A Book of Remembrance, commemorating those
whose ashes are interred, was placed in church in a
specially designed case and dedicated to the memory of
Mr Frederick George Wright.

Father Bradbrook and his family spent an
enjoyable 14 years at St. James' but in 1979 he accepted
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the living of Christ Church Wheelock. He moved to All
Saints and St. Paul Crewe in 1992 and retired in 1998.
Father Bradbrook still has many friends at St. James
and still comes occasionaly to the church to attend
specia services.

Father David Anthony Boyd (1979-1985).
Father Tony Boyd was
inducted as vicar of St
James on the 20"
September 1979. He was
born in 1942 at Bebington
on the Wirral, and was
raised at Neston. His
father was killed during
the Second World War in
Burma. He was educated
at Calday Grange
Grammar School West
Kirby, and later at
Birkenhead Technical College and Liverpool College of
Commerce. In 1960 he joined the Civil Service in the
Lord Chancellor's department, was promoted and
transferred to the National Assistance Board in 1963.
He later became a Training Officer for the D.H.S.S,,
eventually becoming Senior Training Officer at their
headquarters in Surrey. Father Tony left the Civil
Servicein 1972 to train for the Ministry at Salisbury and
Wells Theological College.

Father Boyd was ordained deacon in 1975,
served his curacy at Holy Trinity Blacon, becoming
senior curate before leaving in 1979. He was Deanery
Youth Chaplain for Chester (1975-1979), and during
this period he met and married hiswife Judith in 1977.
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Father Boyd started the weekly ‘St. James
News column in the Congleton Chronicle and he and
his wife Judith (Editor) re-vamped ‘The Shell’ church
magazine and set up the Publications Committee.

Father Boyd founded and led for eighteen
months, the Youth Fellowship and reorganised the
Sunday school to coincide with the Sung Eucharist. His
wife ran a creche at the same time.

Further liturgical changes to services were
instituted with the Alternative Service books (Rite A
and Rite B) and a daily mass was started. Through the
Pastoral committee, taped services were provided to the
house-bound.

In 1980, a branch of the Guild of St. Raphael
was established at St. James'. Thisisan Anglican Guild
of Prayer for the sick founded at the beginning of the
century. The sick are prayed for by name, both at the
monthly Eucharist and also by members individually in
their private prayers. This continues today.

In 1982, a Cell of our Lady of Walsingham was
formed at St. James. Two parish pilgrimages to
Walsingham were organised. The figure of Our Lady of
Walsingham on the windowsill in the north aisle, was
given by Alice Gannon

During his period of office at St. James', Father
Boyd was Deanery Youth Chaplain from 1979-1985
and acting Diocesan Y outh Officer from 1983-1984.

In 1984, two long serving members were
honoured. Mr Stan Bates retired from the choir after
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fifty years of service. Miss Alice Gannon as Sunday
School teacher aso retired after fifty years of service.
Miss Gannon said she would continue to carry out her
duties as Sacristan.

Father Tony Boyd, his wife and their son
Andrew left the parish of St. James on Sunday 7 July
1985 and he returned to Holy Trinity Blacon Chester as
Rector.  Two coach-loads of parishioners from St.
James' travelled to Blacon to see Father Boyd inducted
as Rector on the 16™ July 1985. Unknown to most
people at that time, was that a future young priest was
sitting in the back of the church who would soon accept
the living of St. James’ Congleton.

During the ministry of Father Boyd, the PCC
was re-organised and working committees were
established e.g., Finance, Publications, Building, Social,
Pastoral, Mission and Stewardship. Also, at this time
the Thanksgiving and Pastoral Link Scheme was
launched which helped to put the church finances in
order. Prior to Father Tony Boyd's departure, Mrs
Doreen Tomlinson accepted the responsibility of editing
The Shell parish magazine.

The Mothers' Union had also been inspired by
Father Boyd's wife to embark on a mission to provide
kneelers for the Lady Chapel.

In 1985, during the interregnum following the
departure of Father Tony Boyd, the church was re-
carpeted and the heating system was renovated. In the
same year, a Monstrance (receptacle to display the
consecrated host to the people), was purchased by
voluntary subscription.
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Father Tony is now vicar of Farndon and Rural
Dean of Malpas; and has been made an Honorary Canon
of Chester Cathedral.

Father Raymond Paul Elliott (1985-1988).
Father Ray was born in Salford
Lancs., in 1956. His father
was the parish priest of St
Martin, Ashton upon Mersey.
He entered Exeter University
in 1975 and he obtained a
degree in Theology in 1978.
He trained to be a priest at St
Stephen’s House Oxford
1979-1981. He married his
wife Jane in 1980 and was
ordained in Chester Cathedral
in June 1981. He served his title under Father Kelly at
St Michael’s Coppenhall Crewe. He was priested in
1982 and celebrated his first mass on 28" June 1982.
He became curate of Chester Team Parish in 1984 with
specia responsibility for St. Barnabas Chester. He was
also assistant chaplain to Chester College for one year.

Father Ray’s induction took place on the Feast
of the Guardian Angels 2" October 1985. with the
Bishop of Stockport and Archdeacon of Macclesfield
officiating.

During his short ministry Father Ray as he liked
to be caled, continued the traditions that had been
developed by Father Tony Boyd. The Rite A liturgy
was adopted by Father Ray and used at every sung
Mass.
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In December 1985, his wife Jane gave birth to
their first child Frances Mary Elliot.

In May 1986, a specia presentation was made to
Mr J. Kelsal for hisrole as Treasurer for forty years.

On the 31% August 1988, Father Raymond Elliot
resigned his post at St. James' to take up teaching. At
the time, he said that he found it difficult to ‘stay in
communion with those who do not preach the catholic
faith’.  Father Ray was aware of the fight for the
Catholic faith which ‘ has gone on for well over 50 years
and that fight will go on” As Father Barker once said °
the whole gospel of the catholic faith will continue to be
the distinctive mark of . James'. Father Ray moved to
Blackburn to take up a teaching position. He has now
been ordained as an Eastern Orthodox priest.

During Father Ray’s ministry, the carved figure
of St. James was placed in the church and two carved
figures (Mary and Joseph), were placed in the Lady
Chapel. The artist was said to have been a nun of
unknown origin.

Father  Alan  Cook
(1989-1993).
For most of his working
life Alan Cooke had
worked for the Prudential
Insurance Company. He
decided to train for the
ministry and was parish
priest a St.  James
Church Gatley before
coming to St. James the
Great Parish Church Congleton. Father Cook was also
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Chaplain to the Manchester Royal Infirmary and the
Eye hospital.

His induction took place at St. James' Church on
Friday 20™ January 1989. The Bishop of Stockport,
Frank Sargeant, and the Archdeacon of Macclesfield,
John Gaisford, presided over the service. Over 400
people attended the service, 100 parishioners visiting
from Father Cook’ s previous parish.

Father Cook was a staunch supporter of Forward
in Faith and vehemently against the ordination of
women. In his own words his justification for his belief
was that ‘in my view it is against the Scripture and the
Christian faith is based on the Scripture’.

Father Cook was the incumbent at St. James
when the new organ was purchased and installed in
1990 (see pages 28-31). In the same year, an oak music
cabinet was given in memory of Nancey Povey.

In 1991 Mr Vernon Spicer donated a pair of
inner oak doors to the church in memory of his wife
Christine, and his parents Beatrice and Charles Spicer.

In 1992 a new audio system was installed in the
church and a plague to the memory of Arthur Beech,
Alfred Butters, Gordon Sutcliffe Camm, Earnest
Kearton, Jack Hams, Ethel Clarke, James Dimmick,
Alan Frost and Mary Gannon can be found in church.

In 1993 the paths from gate to gate in front of
the church were refurbished.
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Father Cook’s ministry coincided with the
possible development of a team parish in Congleton,
first mooted in 1992. He had no objections to other
churches joining such a ministry, but he did not wish St.
James to be a part of it fearing the Anglo-Catholic
tradition might be eroded. He retired to Gatley in1993.

Following the departure of Father Alan Cook the
Diocese told the parish of St. James’ that they would not
have a vicar for at least a year as they wished to review
the situation with respect to the number of churches in
Congleton. Shortly after this, the Bishop of Chester met
with the PCC and the benefice for St. James was
suspended for a period of 5 years. Thus only a Priest in
Charge could subsequently be appointed.

Father Andrew Burton (1994-2001).
Father Burton was born at
Lichfield Staffordshire in
1963 and worshipped at
the parish church of St
Bartholomew,  Farewell.
He read theology at St
Katherine's College,
Liverpool before training
for the ordained ministry at
Cranmer Hall. His New
Testament studies included
the theology of Bishop

John A. T. Robinson, Bishop of Woolwich.

In 1985, Mr Burton worked briefly at a youth
centre in the Peak District before moving to Bradford to
work on a parish project with the Church Army.
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Following his ordination as a deacon at Lichfield
Cathedra in 1988, Father Burton served his title at The
Church of the Holy Spirit, Harlescott in Shrewsbury
under Father Geoffrey Staton. He was ordained to the
priesthood in 1989 and served in the parish until he
moved to Holy Trinity, Blacon in Chester where he was
assistant curate to a former vicar of St. James Church,
Father Tony Boyd.

Father Andrew Burton was licensed to the post
of Priest in Charge by the Bishop of Chester on 1%
February 1994. During this time he developed an
interest in the healing ministry of the church, which he
was able to continue at St. James' through membership
of the Guild of St. Raphadl.

In 1996, Vestments were purchased in memory
of May Mason and Annie Wakefield.

Father Burton was also a Priest Associate of the
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, a member of The
Prayer Book Society, Chaplain to St. John’s Ambulance
in Cheshire and sometimes turned out for the Chester
clergy cricket team. He was married to former Sunday
school teacher, Fiona Robson, at St. James Church on
the 6 October 1995. By the year 2000 they had been
blessed by two sons, James and William.

In the same year that he was married, Father
Andrew hosted the 150" anniversary of the building of
St. James' Church and in 1999, the whole year was a
festival of events to celebrate the consecration of the
church in 1849.
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The church hosted several musical concerts,
Cheshire Chords and Silk Brass and Congleton Choral
Society performed Seven words of our Saviour on the
Cross by Haydn. Several past priests, including Father
Tony Boyd and Father Peter Bradbrook, were invited to
preach at services during the year.

Perhaps the most bizarre invitation went to
Revd. Roly Bain the church’s Jester, who dressed up as
aclown to preach. Thiswas very well supported by the
children in the town. The year closed with a superb
flower festival with the theme Saints in Worship.

During his ministry an appeal was set up to felt
and dlate the nave roof which had developed severa
leaks. Severa sources for grants were pursued. Father
Andrew also introduced the idea of purchasing atile in
memory of a particular event or person, and this brought
in a substantial amount of money. It would be several
years later however before the necessary amount would
be found.

Father Andrew Burton announced his intention
to take up another living in Staffordshire in December
2000. He left St. James Church on the 23rd January
2001. He was licensed to be responsible for the parishes
of Calton, Cauldon, Grindon, Waterfall and Blore with
Okeover in Staffordshire. A party of 45 parishioners
from St. James went to his inaugural service. Father
Andrew has recently been made Rural Dean of
Alstonfield. Father Andrew still keeps in touch with
many parishioners, and on occasions has been invited
back for special services.

An interregnum lasting almost eighteen months
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then ensued. During this period we were well served by
retired clergy in particular, Bishop John Gaisford,
Canon Ron Smith, Canon K. Povey and Father John
Mackey. Churchwardens were Michael Muston and
lan Gregory,

During the interregnum, a credence table was
donated by Mrs Bertha Wood in the memory of her
husband Dennis Edward Wood, George Edward Wood,
Kathleen Maud Victoria Wood and Kathleen Margaret
Victoria Wood.

Father Nigel Elbourne (2002- present day).
Father Nigel studied at
Durham University, Lincoln
Theologica College and the
Seminary of the Mission de
France in Paris. He was made
deacon in 1969 and priested in
1970, serving histitle as curate
a Saint Mary with Saint
Columba in Wallasey. He
subsequently became vicar of
the shared Anglican/Methodist
church of St. Barnabas at Hattersley from 1972-1977.
After 25 years in rural ministry as Rector of Odd Rode
and Rural Dean, he said he felt ‘called by God' to take
up the position of Priest in Charge at St. James' Church
in 2002.

Father Nigel Elbourne was licensed by the
Bishop of Stockport, Nigel Stock and assisted by the
Archdeacon of Macclesfield the Ven. John Gillings on
Tuesday 30" April 2002.
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Father Nigel came to the parish at a time when
Congleton appeared to be "over-churched", leading to
four churches in the town being incorporated into a
Team Parish. Although Father Andrew Burton had
helped to lay the foundations for the team by sharing
certain responsibilities with the former priest of St.
Peter s and St. Stephen's, the Parochial Church Council
of St. James' voted not to join the team.

This put St. James' in a vulnerable position and
a lengthy vacancy increased the fear that there might
somewhere be a "hidden agenda’. The Diocese,
however, showed its commitment to the future of the
parish by appointing a senior priest to the parish, one
who, as Rura Dean of Congleton, had important local
experience as well as of the diocese s pastoral structure.

Father Nigel now sees his task as making the
parish an effective part of the Body of Christ,
financially secure and comfortable in its dual role as the
Anglo-Catholic church in Congleton and, above al, a
welcoming place of worship for the increasingly large
population of the parish. He brings to the task a strong
devotion to Saint James the Great (he walked the
ancient pilgrim route from Le Puy to Compostela on a
sabbatical pilgrimage thirteen years ago). He is also an
advocate of dignified worship offered in Saint James
church, which he has shared on many occasions over the
last quarter-century.

Father Nigel is aso delighted at the
opportunities to be able to develop closer ecumenical
links (a life-long preoccupation) within the town as well
as finding ways of working with the Team Parish - to
our mutual advantage.
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In November 2002, sufficient funding had been
raised to felt, batten and re-date where necessary the
nave and south aisle roofs. The cost, including all the
fees, was in the region of £66,000 of which over 50%
had been raised by the parishioners, and the generous
people of Congleton who answered a newspaper appeal
at very short notice.  Several trusts also contributed
substantial sums of money to the fund. They included
Congleton Inclosure Trust, The Robert Clutterbuck
Trust, Congleton Town Council, Congleton Town Trust,
Historic Cheshire Churches Preservation Trust, Historic
Churches Preservation Trust (London) and WREN
(Waste Recycling Environmental). The latter trust
made it al possible by donating an enormous £20,000.

The work commenced in November 2002 and
was completed by March 2003.

The work was carried out by Greenhough & Sons
Roofing Contractors based in Anglesey North Wales.
The responsible cathedral architect was Mr Graham
Holland of Knutsford.

The photographs above show the work in progress.

In February 2003 Acolyte candlesticks given by
Mrs Maggie Kearton in memory of her husband John
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Kearton were dedicated as were holy oil reservation
stocks, donated by Margery Stansfield in memory of her
husband Eric. Eric Stansfield had been a staunch
member of St James and had served as a church warden
and as a member of the Parochial Church Council for
many years.

Mrs Margaret Cawley had the bell in the bell-
cote re-roped and the weather vane repaired in memory
of her husband Colin Cawley.

One of Father Nigel’s greatest delights was to be
inducted as vicar of St. James in December 2003.
Suspension of the Benefice was lifted after a ten year
period of having only a Priest in Charge at St. James'.
Father Nigel had said that he always hoped he would be
the last Priest in Charge at St. James but had not
expected the decision to be made so soon. It does
however reflect the faith the Diocese has in the people
at St. James. Father Nigel’s task now was to ensure
that this status continued. A great deal of responsibility
for that lies with the people who worship at St. James'.
The church must pay its way and the parish has just
emerged from developing a new Parish Giving Scheme.

Father Nigel would like to encourage more
people to take the pilgrimage to Walsingham. This
pilgrimage takes place each year and in addition to it
being an opportunity to strengthen one's faith, it is aso
a happy social occasion. Father Nigel encourages the
individual ‘cells of the church, the Mother’s Union, the
healing ministry of the Guild of St. Raphael and the Cell
of our Lady of Walsingham to take more active roles in
the normal services.
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Father Nigel is also interested in outreach and
plans to offer the church to groups within the
community for Songs of Praise services. A successful
service in September 2004 for the East Cheshire
Hospice was the first of these events.

Shortly after Father Nigel Elbourne came to St.
James’, a retired priest Father Anthony Allsop came to
live locally and he and his wife Catharine have become
firm friends of St. James'.

Father Anthony Allsop (Hon. Assistant Priest) Father
Anthony was  ordained
Deacon in 1963 and priested
in 1964. He served as curate
at St. Margaret Leytonstone
from 1963-1968. He was
appointed vicar of St. Alban,
Gt. Illford and served from
1968-1980, and then vicar of
St John  Gainsborough,
serving from 1980-1985.

Father Anthony’s last appointment was as vicar
of All Saints Hockerill near Bishop's Stortford. He was
vicar from 1985 to his retirement in 2002. Father
Anthony also served as Hospital Chaplain to the Herts.
and Essex Hospital Bishop’'s Stortford during this
period.

Father Anthony often celebrates at St. James
and the church is indeed fortunate to have such an
experienced priest at our service. We at St. James
were recently privileged to share a service with him
commemorating forty years of priestly ministry.
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In addition to his help, our lay Readers Mr Ken
Hill, Mr Vernon Spicer and until recently Mr Peter
Eaton, continue to serve St. James' in these capacities.
We recently said farewell to Mr Peter Eaton and his
wife who have decided to move to Tenerife.

So what of the future? Father Nigel will
hopefully be with us until his retirement, when he and
his wife Christine will move to France where they have
purchased a house. Our stand-in organist Mr David
Johnson continues to play the organ for us, although the
position of Director of Music is till vacant.

In July/August 2004 wooden ramping from the
nave to the chancel was carried out by two parishioners,
Mr Malcolm Warwick the churchwarden and Mr Peter
Chandler the Verger both skilled in wood working.
The need of this was urgent because of an imminent
wedding. The father of the bride was wheel chair-bound.
The east end of the church is now disabled-friendly.

Thanks to further generosity from parishioners
and more trust money, £10,000 from the Garfield
Weston Foundation, a further £5,000 from WREN, and
grants from Congleton Inclosure Trust and the Alan
Evans Memoria Trust Fund, we now have the
necessary funding to complete the renovation of the
outstanding north aisle and porch, chancel and vestry
roofs. This work will commence in October 2004 and
hopefully will be completed by the end of the year.

It will also be necessary to install disabled toilet
facilities at the west end of the church and render the
church room disabled-friendly. This will be our next
major task for the future.
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A new sound system has been installed thanks to
generous donations from Congleton Town Council and
the estate of Mabel Riley.

The Quinguennial inspection of the church is
about to be carried out which will provide clear
indications of what structural problems we might have
to tackle in the future. The most obvious at present is
the leaking flat roof over the sacristy.

In 2004 St James agreed to take part in the
North West in Bloom competition by virtualy
replanting the church garden which proved very
successful and colourful and it is hoped that the
enrichment of the church grounds will now be an annual
event.

The people in the parish of St. James are a
‘happy bunch’ in general. A recent scientific study has
shown that people who belong to a church or a
community organisation are happier than those who
don’'t have any such interests.

There is dways something going on at St James
thanks to the hard work of dedicated people. We can
always do with more help though, and anyone wishing
to give us atry will be more than welcome. Asitis, the
faithful have a legacy to uphold and we will strive to
ensure that this church will still exist 150 years from
now. We go forward into the future with hope.
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THE HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH IN
PICTURES

The photograph above was taken pre 1898
because it dill shows the beautiful three tier gas
chandeliers which were originally installed when the
church was built in 1849. They were suspended by rods
of blue and gold from the roof of the nave. We can
however, date the photograph more accurately because,
the south aisle stained glass windows are installed
(right). The last one was installed in 1855, thus the
photograph was taken after this date. The original triple
lancet east window is in place flanked by the tablets
depicting the Ten Commandments that are currently
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|located on the rear west wall of the church. Note that
the pulpit staircase rises from the chancel and the organ
was then located near the choir stalls.

The above photograph
was taken post 1898 but
pre 1920, as the First
World War memoria is
not yet in existence.

\ The gas chandeliers
were removed to install
the Robert Hope-Jones
organ in 1898. New gas
lighting was installed
around the pillars. The
two tablets depicting the
Ten Commandments
can still be seen at either

side of the original east window. If we enlarge a part of
the above photograph (left), it is just possible to see the
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location of the old organ pipes (arrowed) over the right
choir stalls. When the new organ was installed the pipes
were located over the West Door, where they are today.
It is not known when the old pipes were removed. Note
the very plain altar front and the gas lighting in the
chancel. This period was prior to St. James being
influenced by the Oxford Movement. The wood fronted
item to the right of the nave seen in the large
photograph may be the organ console, but this is by no
means certain.

The photograph above was taken post 1927 but pre-
1933, because the new triple lancet east window can
now be seen in the chancel. Thiswas in the period that
the Revd. Thomas Vickers was incumbent. It was he
who introduced the influence of the Oxford Movement.
The high atar is now adorned with the cross and
candlesticks. The Holy Cross Chapel, which was
created in 1926, is also clearly visible to the right in the
south aisle. The pulpit staircase leading from the
chancel (still visible), was not changed until 1933. The
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two tablets depicting the Ten Commandments have
been removed from the chancel walls and repositioned
on the rear west wall where they currently hang. The
First World War memorial, seen to the right of the
photograph, was erected in 1920.

The above photograph is most recent as it was taken
post 1989. The new organ was installed in 1990 and the
console as it appears today can be clearly seen to the
right of the nave. In 1975 the church received a
substantial legacy which enabled a considerable number
of improvements to be made to the church. A red dea
suspended ceiling was installed and new lantern and
spotlighted lighting was introduced. New internal
wooden doors were added and part of the rear end of the
church was converted into a meeting room. A kitchen
and toilets were added. The edge of the suspended false
ceiling in red dea is just visible at the top of the
photograph.
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VESTMENTSAND THE CHURCH YEAR

The ‘livery’ of the church is little understood by many
churchgoers and since vestments play a maor role in
the life of this church, it seemed appropriate to include
an explanatory section on them.

The alb — the Latin albus means
white. It is a long white linen
garment that is worn by the priest
which signifies purity. Servers also
wear abs in place of cassocks.
The ab is often fastened round the
waist with a cincture or girdle.
This can be white or in the
liturgical colour of the day (see

page 86).

The stole — is usualy a long wide
band of silk worn by the priest
around the neck and shoulders. It is
worn in solemn celebrations of all
the sacraments. The colour of the
stole matches the liturgical colour of
the day. The stole often incorporates
an embroidered cross or religious
design .
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The Chasuble — is the outer
garment worn by the priest
during the celebration of the
Holy Sacrament. It is a
circular piece of cloth cut in
the centre for the head. The
chasuble is quite often
embroidered with religious
emblems and it is worn in the
liturgical colour of the day,

(see below for explanation).

Liturgical colours - Most people who have entered a
church where vestments are worn will have noticed that
the colours of the altar cloth and the vestments change
throughout the year. Many will wonder what the
significance of these colours represent.

White — symbolises purity. It is used for feast of Our
Lord and Our Lady, and the saints who did not die as
martyrs. It is also used for weddings, and sometimes
replaces the purple of mourning at funerals when it is
desired to emphasise the resurrection. At the great
feasts of Christmas and Easter, gold predominates; and
on feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the white is
trimmed with blue.

Green — symbolises vegetation. It is used during the
season of Epiphany and the season after Pentecost.
These periods are usually referred to as Ordinary Time
in the liturgical year because the Sundays have no
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names, just ordina numbers. The Church of England
numbers them * after Trinity/ Epiphany’.

Purple — this colour has always been associated with
wealth, power and royalty. Purpleisused for Advent to
celebrate the coming of Christ the King at Christmas.
Similarly, purple is the colour representing penitence
and therefore it is also used during the season of Lent.
This colour can also be chosen for vigils and requiem
masses.

Red — is the colour of fire and blood and it is used at
Pentecost to signify the coming of the Holy Spirit. Itis
also used on Palm Sunday and at the celebration of all
saints who died as martyrs. In some churchesiit is used
as an aternative colour during the last week of Lent
often referred to as Holy Week.

Black — can be used for Requiem Masses and on All
Souls Day.

Liturgical year. The church year isdivided up into
clear sections:

Advent — takes up the first four weeks in December. It
is a preparation time for the birth of Christ. During this
period carols are regularly sung.

Christmas — begins with the midnight mass on
Christmas Eve and continues through to early January

Ordinary Time — lasts for six to nine weeks depending
on when Easter occurs,
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Lent — is a period of preparation and lasts for forty
days. It isatime for self denial and prayer. Lent ends on
Holy (or Maundy) Thursday.

Easter —commences on Holy Thursday. Good Friday,
Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday are the most
important days of the Easter period. Easter however
lasts for about seven weeks and ends on the feast of
Pentecost.

Ordinary Time — this period takes us back to the start
of Advent. During this period Trinity Sunday, Corpus
Christi, the Transfiguration, All Saints and All Souls
Days occur.

It is perhaps appropriate here to include some
information about the responsibility of serving in the
Anglo-Catholic service at St James'.

During specia services, the servers play a major
role in processions; they carry the cross, carry candles
and swing incense. At all services, the reading of the
Gospel is supported by servers as indeed is the vicar
when he administers Holy Communion.  Tradition
dictates that the role of each server must be carried out
in a precise and timely manner.

The responsibility for training servers has rested
with Mr Arthur Tomlinson for many years and still
does. In addition to this role, he has aso been
churchwarden and, for several years, he was aso
member of General Synod providing St. James' with a
direct link to the deliberations of thisillustrious body.
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A GLOSSARY OF CHURCH TERMS

People who purchase this book and are unfamiliar with
the church will be helped by this glossary.

Acolyte:- the Greek for ‘follower’. An acolyte is
usually a young lay person who carries out minor tasks
during the service i.e., lighting candles carrying books
etc.

Altar bell:- is a small bell placed near the credence
table. It is normally rung prior to the distribution of
Holy Communion. The altar bell can take the form of a
set of small bells or even a gong. The church bell is
sometimes rung at the time of the consecration.

Anthem:- a hymn of which the words come direct from
the scriptures. It isusually sung by the choir alone.

Archbishop:- arcepiskopos is Greek for chief overseer.
The archbishop is therefore a bishop who has
responsibility for all other bishops in a geographical
area

Aumbry:- another word for ‘tabernacle’. An Aumbry
is usualy set into the wall of the church. It is
effectively a cupboard in which the ‘ Blessed Sacrament’
(consecrated bread) is kept.

Bishop:- from the Greek word episkopos meaning
overseer or supervisor. The bishop is responsible for
the clergy of a particular geographical area.

Ciborium:- is similar to the chalice in appearance but
it hasalid. Itisused to store the bread for communion
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Chalice:- a drinking cup composed of a bowl and a
single stem usually made out of silver or gold. The
chalice is used to distribute the wine to communicants.

Congregation:- a group of people who have gathered
together to worship.

Credence table:- a table placed beside the atar on
which the bread and wine are placed before being
consecrated.

Crucifer:- the acolyte who carries the cross during the
service. He/she leads any procession.

Cruet:- a small vessel or decanter usually made of
glass, that holds the wine used in the communion
service.

Diocese:- in Roman times the diocese was a unit of
local government. In ecclesiastical terms, it describes
the territory of a bishop’sjurisdiction.

Eucharist:- the service of Holy Communion. Eucharist
isthe Greek word for thanksgiving.

Father:- In Roman Catholicism and some Anglican
churches, the priest is addressed as Father.

Font:- Thefont is often located near the entrance to the
church because it signifies the entry into a new
Christian life through being baptised. 1n some churches,
the font is located in a baptistery which is railed off and
kept locked. The font can be ceramic, metal or wood
but must have a receptacle inside which will hold the
water necessary for baptism. Some churches, for
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convenience, have moved the font to the front of the
church thereby losing much of its symbolism.

Holy Water Stoups:- small receptacles containing
blessed water located at the entrance to the church. Itis
the custom of many churchgoers to moisten their fingers
with the holy water and ‘cross themselves before
entering church to remind them of their baptism.

Hymn:- isasong in which all the worshippers praise or
thank God.

Interregnum:- a breach of rule or government. In the
case of the church, it refers to the period of time when a
church does not have a spiritual |eader.

Lay Reader:- a person who is authorised to read the
scripture lessons and lead the congregation in certain
parts of the worship. In some circumstances a lay
reader can administer the sacrament under strict
instructions from the clergy.

L ectern:- adesk on a pedestal located at the front of the
church from which ‘the word’ can be proclaimed to the
people.

Liturgy:- is a Greek word referring to a pre-planned
worship service.

Mass:.- from a Latin word used by the priest to dismiss
the people at the end of the Eucharistic service. It refers
to an entire church service which includes a Eucharist.
Although it originated in the Roman Catholic Church,
the term is used in many Anglican churches.
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Monstrance:- a receptacle used to display ‘the host’
(wafer of bread) during processions or Benediction.
The monstrance chamber may be surrounded by rays
symbolising the sun.

Orphrey:- the embroidery bordering an ecclesiastical
vestment.

Paraments:- the decorative cloths covering the altar,
the pulpit and the lectern. They are usually the colour
of the ‘church season’ (see page 86), and they may be
ornately embroidered.

Parish:- the geographical territory of alocal church

Paschal Candle:- The lighting of the Paschal Candleis
an Easter tradition. At Eastertide its normal position is
at one side of the altar, but the rest of the year the candle
is placed in close proximity to the font, because it plays
a part in baptism. The candle is lit on Holy Saturday
during the Easter vigil service. The Paschal Candle
represents Christ; and its lighting, the risen Christ as
‘the light of the world’. The candle continues to be lit at
services throughout Easter and up to Pentecost. It is
also placed near the coffin at funerals.

In the current baptism service a small candle lit from the
Paschal Candle is given to all those who are baptised at
the end of the service representing Christ who has
entered their lives.

Paten:- is the small circular plate that holds the
communion bread and it is made out of the same
material asthe chalice.
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Priest:- is the English word derived from the Greek
word presbyteros which means elder. The terminology
associated with Anglican ministry is confusing! When
first ordained, a Deacon usually becomes an assistant
curate (usually shortened to Curate). After a year the
curate is ordained priest. When he has served an
“apprenticeship’, he will usually take charge of a parish
on hisown. At this point he will become either a Priest
in Charge or an Incumbent. A Priest in Charge does
not have the freehold of the parish and can be moved if
the bishop wishes. An incumbent will either be a Vicar
or a Rector. The difference between these two is
historical. Nowadays they are synonymous except in a
team parish where the senior priest is called Rector.
Reverend is a term used, in writing only, to indicate a
person who is a member of the clergy.

Sacristy bell:- is rung at the sacristy door and signifies
Mass is about to start. All present should stand.

Sacristy:- is a room in the church housing the
vestments and church furnishings.

Sanctuary Lamp:- reminds the faithful of the presence
of Christ and is an expresson of their love and
affection. Mysticaly it signifies Christ, for by this
material light he is represented as ‘the true light which
enlightened every man’ (John 1. 9).

The Corporal:- a white linen napkin on which are
placed the paten and the chalice containing the bread
and wine respectively.

The Pall:- isthe small piece of altar linen used to cover
the chalice.
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The Purificator:- is the term given to the piece of atar
linen that is used to wipe the chalice between
communi cants receiving the wine.

Thurible:- a censor. It is a metal vessel used for the
ceremonia burning of incense. The container is usually
suspended on chains so that it can be swung during the
service.

Thurifer:- the person who carries and swings the
thurible during a service.
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE OF THE
VICARAGE OF THE PARISH OF ST. JAMES

In 1860, the address of the vicarage is given as West
Heath in the trade directory of that year, (Bagshawe
1860) and the incumbent is the Revd. Jonathan Wilson.
It is known that premises subsequently to be the
vicarage for St. James were purchased in Newcastle
Road, West Heath during the incumbency of the Revd.
Jonathan Wilson. The cost of purchase was £1500.

In 1872, the address is given as West Road and
in 1874 as West Heath. The Revd. Hopwood was the
incumbent. (Worrall 1872 and Morris 1874).

The 1873 Ordnance Survey map shown below
clearly marks the position of a vicarage (currently the
Alexandra Court Hotel), on what we now know as
Newcastle Road.

In the 1881 census the Revd. George J.
Kempson isliving at the vicarage in Astbury Road.

It is clear from the census that Astbury Road
equates to Newcastle Road today. It is known that the
vicarage of St. James was located in Newcastle Road
during the Revd. Jonathan Wilson’s incumbency (1846-
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1869). It is aso known that these premises were still
being used in 1934 because it is listed in Kelly’s trade
directory and Father W. Barker is the incumbent. It is
also known that the Revd. P. Seymour was the last
incumbent to reside at Newcastle Road.

From 1891 up to 1928, there are two references
to West Heath, four references to West Road and three
references give St. James' Vicarage as the address with
no street information. The above references al
obviously related to the vicarage in Newcastle Road?

The Congleton Chronicle (June 1952) reported
that the large house at West Heath, formerly the
vicarage of . James for the past 100 years would be
purchased by Mr R Clark of Cloud Bank Farm, Dial
Lane Congleton when the present incumbent the Revd.
P Seymour leaves to take up a new incumbency
(Congleton Chronicle 1952).

It is however known that there was a house in
West Road which was used as the vicarage in the 1950s
after the vicarage at Newcastle Road had been sold.
The photograph above was taken in the 1920s. The
house (top left corner), that would become the vicarage
isarrowed.
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The number of the house was 112, and it was
located opposite the entrance to Forge Lane. The house
isstill there.

When the Father Stanley Leather first came to
St. James, he stayed at the Springfield Hotel prior to
moving into the new vicarage. At that time, planning
permission had been given to build a vicarage in Parson
Street, but it was never built. The residential home St.
James Court was eventualy built on this site. The
house 112 West Road became the vicarage and was the
Father Leather’s home, as indeed it was Father Peter
Bradbrook’s home until the diocese acquired 116
Holmes Chapel Road, the present vicarage.

The first occupant of this new vicarage was
Father Peter Bradbrook and all subsequent incumbents
have resided there.

In 2002, prior to the start of Father Nigel
Elbourne’ s incumbency, major alterations to the present
vicarage were carried out. A new study was built on to
the existing house, several rooms were extended and a
ramp access for wheelchairs was constructed at the front
of the house. This brought the house nearer to the
official specification for a Parsonage House.
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A HISTORY OF ST.JAMES SCHOOL

St. James School Astbury Street was built between
1845 and 1846 for a sum of £750 and up to 1849 its
premises served as a church as well as a school. The
Revd. Jonathan Wilson however, vicar of St. James
Parish, decided that better premises were needed and his
drive led to St. James' Church being built.

The Revd. Wilson was however interested in
Education as the Congleton Advertiser seemsto indicate
when it quotes from the Parish Council minutes of 1857.
St. James' School had a night school from as early as
1846. The curriculum favoured arithmetic, but there
was a cultural side. The Revd Wilson related that ‘ some
of them arereally good singers ... a relation of mine (an
attorney) has taken great pains with them and none of
the musicians have gone wrong in moral conduct. The
old piano jingles away and it is wonderful how soon and
how much they learn on it. The young men’s musical
class has lately developed into a brass band’ (Parish
Council Minutes 1857).

The first headmaster of St James School was a
Mr John Wood. Originally aweaver by trade, Mr Wood
had lost a leg due to an accident and during his
convalescent period he took a period of training and was
subsequently appointed headmaster. By all accounts he
was pretty ruthless in his dealings with children at that
time. Apparently he used to consign troublesome pupils
to a‘black hole’ under the school floor!

His tough approach to teaching however did not
seem to have done any harm to his protégées who all
did well in the outside world. The Government
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Inspector’ s report at that time reflected excellent results
overall. The inspector did however suggest that progress
was handicapped by the admixture of infants. In 1853,
a separate room was therefore set aside for the
education of infants (Parish Council Minutes 1853).

Many of the children attending St. James
School were part-time silk workers. In 1860, in this
town and neighbourhood, the great majority of children
left the day school when they were eight years old to
work as half-timers in the mills. They continued at
school for half a day until they were eleven and were
able to go on to full-time work in the mills.
Nevertheless, some of Mr Wood's pupils eventually
became headmasters at schools around the country.

By 1860, it became obvious that the Astbury
Street premises were too smal as the number of
children increased. This was a good reflection on the
quality of education received at the school. To cater for
infants, girls and boys however was an increasingly
difficult task and pressure was brought to bear by the
Committee of Council on the Education department for
enlargement of the school.

A substantial fund raising programme was
developed and by 1861 sufficient funding had been
raised to build North Street School at a cost of £1138 on
land generously donated by Sir Edmund Antrobus of
Eaton Hall (Congleton St James' Old Boy’ s Association
1923).

Erection of a school in North Street however,
did not go down well with the residents and they raised
a petition to have the building stopped. They claimed
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that ‘it would be a great nuisance to the neighbourhood
and likely to depreciate the value of the property round
about on account of all sorts of mischievous pranks
(stone throwing, etc.) to the injury of our windows'. A
counter petition was raised which stated that ‘it would
be a great benefit to the whole neighbourhood to have
a well conducted public school for the children of the
working classes established on the vacant ground in
North Street with a properly enclosed playground'.
This counter petition was signed by sixty two
householders and won the day. North Street School
opened its doors to the boys in 1861. The school was
staffed with the help of pupil teachers. The 1873 map
below shows the location of North Street School for
boys (top right hand corner) and the girls school
(bottom left hand corner).

The opening of North Street School in 1861 was
apparently a splendid affair. There was a brass band
and over 600 past scholars of St. James School
attended the opening.

John Wood continued as headmaster until 1873,
when he retired after twenty eight years service and
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handed over to his son Mr Tom Wood. His father did
not enjoy retirement long however, because he died
three years later. His son ran the school until 1882 ably
assisted by pupil teachers one of whom, Henry Lawton,
was well remembered at St. James' Church.

In 1876, under the headship of Tom Wood, St.
James School expanded further with the addition of an
infants' school. In this period, until the introduction of
secondary schools, it was quite common for pupils to
receive the whole of their teaching from one school
teacher for the whole eight years of schooling.

In 1895, it was recorded in the Congleton
Chronicle that there were 148 girls, 152 infants and 113
boys making a total of 413 pupils attending St. James
School. The headmaster at this time was | saac Hickson.

School life continued at North Street and at
Astbury Street with a succession of headmasters but in
1913, after 50 years of service, North Street School was
temporarily closed because it was in need of restoration.
Astbury Street School was enlarged and, by 1914, it
once again became the home of St. James Boys
School. A reunion for old pupils was held at the North
Street premises (now an infant school). They
subsequently marched from the school to attend a get-
together at the Masonic Hall. The register was called by
a former teacher of the school Linley Fish. Mr John
Wood's son, (his father was the first headmaster of St.
James School) stated that he still had the illuminated
address and watch presented to his father on retirement
in 1872. A Mr W. Stubbs probably one of the oldest
surviving scholars, was present and he told the
assembled company that around 1842, Mr Wood had
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first opened a school in Queen Street for boys and girls.
There were no sanitary arrangements and the children
had to play in the street.

When Mr Wood was offered headmastership of
St. James School, the children from the school in
Queens Street transferred in a body to St. James
School. Nearly all of the pupils were dissenters but
John Wood taught them the Catechism and, with his
strict discipline, had no problems.

In 1903, St. James continued to run evening
classes but the organisation was such that it was once
reported that 37 enrolled but after a couple of weeks the
number of pupils was reduced to two or three. The
inspector at the time said that the organisers failed to
grasp the nature of education needed namely vocational
and technical (Congleton Chronicle 1903).

From 1914 onwards the school was a primary
school and a secondary school, teaching boys and girls
up to sixteen years of age. St. James School had a
reputation for achieving exceptional academic results.
The headmaster at this time was Mr James Saxon.

In 1932, Mr James Saxon retired and Mr Edwin
Coppack became headmaster of St. James School. In
1934, Mrs Saxon retired after thirty years of service and
was presented with a Berkley chair by Mr Coppack. Mr
Coppack was headmaster at St. James School for
twenty two years until he retired in 1954.

The photographs shown opposite were kindly
loaned by Mrs Margery Stansfield and show the
teaching staff at two different periods of time. The first
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photograph shows Mr Saxon with his teaching staff.
The photograph was probably taken around 1920. The
staff are from left to right (top row);

Miss Blease, Miss Owen, Mrs Stansfield, (bottom row);
Mrs Saxon, Mr Saxon (headmaster), Miss Skellern, Mr
Coppack. The second photograph below shows Mr
Edwin Coppack (headmaster) with some of his teaching
staff. The photograph was probably taken prior to his
retirement in the 1950s. The staff are from left to right

(top row); Mr Saywell, Mrs Hopkins, Mrs Stansfield,
Mr Moors, (bottom row); Miss Owen, Mr Coppack
(headmaster), Miss Coppack.

Pam Lomas (Knypersley), wrote to us and said
that she was a pupil in 1950 when a high number of
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pupils passed their eleven plus examination. She aso
referred to a recent report in ‘Glancing Back which
stated that ‘24 pupils in Congleton had passed their
common entrance examination, 18 of them from .
James School’ (Congleton Chronicle 2000).

Mr Albert Saywell succeeded Mr Coppack as
headmaster in 1954. Mr Saywell retained the post of
headmaster until 1964 when Mr Stanley Charles
Johnson, previously headmaster at St. Peter’s Church
School, became headmaster. Mrs Pamela Taylor
(Mountford), who kindly provided us with this
information, also came to St. James' as school secretary.
The school was at that time known as a C of E
controlled Primary School.

The photograph below loaned by Dr Joan
Alcock, shows St. James School Astbury Street around
1960. The original part of the school is in the centre
and the school was enlarged at either end around 1914.

St Peter’s Church School closed when Mr
Johnson left to become headmaster of St. James and
the children were transferred to what was Congleton
Boys School, later renamed Marlfields School. Mr
Albert Saywell formally headmaster of St. James
School accepted the role of headmaster of Marlfields.
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North Street School, according to HildaKennerley and
Betty Bailey, is likely to have been till functioning as a
school up to 1970. Post this date the premises were
rented out to a variety of organisations, Granby Shirt
Company being one of them. The school was put up for
salein 1979 and was eventually sold in 1982.

In the 1970s, there were rumours that St.
James School might close, and that a new school would
be built in Jackson road. This however never
materialised and so St. James' lived to fight another
day. Mr Johnson retired as headmaster in 1976 and his
position was taken by Mr Brian Roberts from Sandbach.

St James School continued to turn out very
able citizens but over the years the numbers of pupils
attending diminished substantially. It was probably for
this reason that talk of closure of the school was
rumoured as early as the 1980s. The attendance in 1988
for example was 93 pupils. Compare that with the 400
plus when the school first opened.

These rumours soon became facts and it was
clear that the
government saw St
James School in a
category  ripe  for
closure. It was pointed
out that only £26,000
would be saved if it
were closed, not an
enormous sum  of
money. The loca
newspapers were full

of protests by local people.
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Petitions were made to our loca MP Ann
Winterton but to no avail. On the 13" September 1991,
the official notification of closure of the School was
decreed by Cheshire’'s Local Education Authority.

The Secretary of State for Education, then Mr
Kenneth Clarke, approved closure of the school on the
22" of May 1992 and the school closed its doors on the
31 August 1992. The officia letter from Ann
Winterton to Andrew Brock (Save St. James Action
Group), informing him of the closure of the school is
seen below.
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The official letter to Ann Winterton from Baroness
Blatch informing her of the Secretary of State’s decision
to close the schooal, is reproduced below.
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Mrs Sandra Bratt's family were to feature
heavily in the history of St. James School closure
because her daughter, Cassandra, was to be the last
child enrolled at the school.

The Chronicle recorded this fact pictorially in
1991. The authors are grateful to Mrs Sandra Bratt for
|oaning these documents.
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The Congleton Chronicle aso captured the
closure of the school in a poignant photograph shown
below. MrsLesley Waddington was headmistress.

Thus ended an era of top class education in
Congleton. The site was eventualy sold off to a
developer who built several bungalows for rental which
are fill there today. St. James Church was deprived of
an excellent church hall and the church has never
recovered from that loss.

The photograph above shows the demoalition of
the school buildingsin progress.
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The passing of St. James' School was very painful
for many past scholars and it is hoped that this short
history will serve to ensure that St. James School and
what it did for the community of Congleton, will never
be forgotten.

A few pages of largely anonymous memories
from people will provide afitting closure to this chapter.

April 1881 the annual inspection of the schools took place on the
17" and 18" of last month. There was a marked improvement in at
least one of the schools. Miss Alice Johnson has obtained a
Teachers Certificate of the second class and Mr Linley Fish, one of
the fourth. Miss A Pointon was placed in the first class on her
admission to Whitelands Training College.

September 1881 The report of the Diocesan Inspector on the results
of the examination in religious knowledge held last June is in the
main satisfactory. “The knowledge of Scripture is creditable
throughout”. The following children were selected for special
commendation; in the Girls School; Group 1 Annie Leech and
Eliza Cook Group 2 Frances Barton, S A Wood, Louise Cook,
Bertha Gee, Harriet Ann Cook and Sarah J Bailey. Group 3 Anne
E Child, H Knapper, Annie Smetham, Alice Forster, M L Wood, A
Shelson and Alice E Gee; in the Boys School; Group 1 William
Dale, Frank Brown, Frank Adams, Arthur Worth, J W Bellfield, J
Dykes, James Stubbs. Group 2 Thomas Austen, John Sack and W
Tatton. Group 3 R Court, George Gibson, F Cook and M Carney;
in the Infants School; Jane Worrall, Thomas Jackson, Rosa Tilley,
Frances Dakin Allen Sherratt, Walter Taylor and Charles
Sapleton.

September 1882 during the Wakes Holidays the Girls School room
has received a thorough renovation, the Boys School reopened on
Monday August 28™ under the charge of the new Master Mr Isaac
Hickson who has earned considerable distinction in the large
Schools connected with Christ Church Macclesfield. We wish him
success in his present position.
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The School treat was held on the 5" day of last month in the
grounds of Mr D Bradwell of Daisy Bank and as the weather was
fine it was a day of thorough enjoyment.

December 1883 Presentation to Miss Kennerley

There was a large gathering at the Girls School in &. James
parish on Friday last to witness the presentation of an Address and
silver Tea Service to Miss Kennerley who has filled the office of
Headmistress of that school for more than 21 years. In addition to
some two hundred of her old and present pupils, there were
present the Vicar, Mr & Mrs H.L. Reade and the Misses Reade,
Mrs Garside, the Misses Kempson, Miss Moorhouse, Miss Wilson
and Mr J Wilson the ex Mayor (Mr Sheldon) and many other
sympathising friends. In opening the proceedings, the Vicar
remarked what a pleasant thing it was to preside over an undivided
meeting; for all present had but one object and that was to mark
their appreciation of Miss Kennerley’'s work. He spoke of her
appointment as testifying to the sagacity of the Rev. Jonathan
Wilson one of the earlier incumbents of &. James' Parish Church
and the one whose care chiefly organised it and stated that each
vicar in turn, Mr Wilson, Mr Hopwood and himself had found in
Miss Kennerley a loyal and energetic public servant whose co-
operation had been of the greatest help to them. She had not
confined her work to the duties imposed on her in the day school
but had devoted her spare time to the good of the parish and had
ungrudgingly laboured in the Sunday School. “ May the day be far
distant” he said “ when the head teachers of the schools in this
parish stand aloof from Sunday School work”. He believed that a
teacher gained an influence over the scholars in the Sunday School
which would be of solid service in the day school. He then dwelt on
the many good qualities which distinguished Miss Kennerley as a
mistress. Her work was not showy but it was genuine and she set
an example to all her pupils of perseverance and devotion to duty.
Miss Kennerley had always set a high value on the work of national
education and by the high tone which she herself took had raised
the school in the estimation of parents and children and had taught
them that education was not to be held in small esteem because of
the smallness of the school fees. The Vicar then read the Address
and presented the very handsome Tea Service which was provided
from the establishment of Mr Corrall and was arranged upon a
polished oak tray the work and gift of Mr James Davenport. The
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Address which is handsomely illuminated is the work of Mr John
Booth of the Borough Surveyor’s office, who had been pleased to
give his time and labour from love to the old schools. Mr Sheldon
the ex Mayor thanked the Vicar for inviting him to be present. He
had always taken a lively interest in the educational work of the
town and could testify not only to the high position which had been
taken by the schools in this parish but from long personal
knowledge to the character and ability of Miss Kennerley whom he
had known from childhood. He looked upon her work not merely
as parochial but as affecting the interests of the town and he was
glad though an outsider, to add his testimony in the name of his
fellow townsmen. Mr John Wilson then spoke of the thoroughness
of Miss Kennerley® work and said that one of the strongest points
in the parochial system of &. James had ever been the continued
and active exertions of good women. Theirs was founded as a
working people’s parish and a parish materially aided by kind and
good women from its commencement to that very day. Mr H L
Reade who for many years has been closely connected with S.
James' schools as treasurer and manager spoke in the same strain.
Each of the speakers was warmly applauded by the numerous
audience. Miss Kennerley in accepting the Address and present
from her old pupils and friends briefly returned thanks. Speaking
with evident feeling but with perfect composure she said that,
gratifying as the presentation was, yet she did not feel that she had
done anything to merit such a handsome gift. She had simply tried
to do her duty and it would always be a comfort to her to think that
in that effort she had not entirely failed. She felt that their presence
there that evening was some point of assurance that her labour had
not been in vain. (Loud and continued applause). The pleasant
and cordial meeting then separated after singing together a verse
of God save the Queen and most of those assembled repaired to the
Town Hall to join in the Christmas carol singing.

| started at . James' School in 1902. It was only a girl’s
school then. It was made a mixed school about 1912. Miss
Andrews was headmistress; she got a lot of concerts up and gave
the money for the benefit of the school.

We had a school treat at the end of July and we did hope
for a fine day. We met at Astbury Street and then with the band and
flags and banners, we met the boys and infants in Antrobus Street.
Then we walked round Mill Sreet and up Swan Bank, West Street
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and West Road to the vicarage on Newcastle Road where we sat
down in a ring where food was brought in baskets. You took your
own cup of tea or lemonade then you had games and a scramble for
nuts and sweets.

At Christmas Mrs Walker who used to live where the Fire
Sation is, came to the school and gave us an orange and a new
penny each.

Our teacher, ‘Big Miss Owen’, (so called because we had
two of the same name and she was tall and slim whilst the other
was small), was so pleased with us that for a treat she arranged for
a coach to take the 18 of usto Great Budworth Church and then on
the Pickmere Lake where there were swings and roundabouts.

During the war years the American army used to use the
playing fields behind the school (now the cricket ground) for their
kit inspection. The officers’ mess was housed in Whitfield House
(where the Fire Sation is located today) and the sergeants mess
was located in the stables of the same house.

Ted Coppack the headmaster of . James' School and Mr
Tweats used to have a flower garden at the top of the girls
playground.

Anthony Clarke writes | am an ex pupil of &. James
Primary School from the early seventies and | have many
wonderful memories of both the school and the church building.
There are two endearing images that will always remain with me.
One is the cross bearing the body of Jesus that now hangs to the
rear of the church (it once hung in one of the central classrooms of
the school). The other is the very beautiful haunting picture of our
Lord which hung just to the left of the pulpit’. (It is still there
today). The story behind the picture is as follows; Veronica wiped
the face of Jesus on his way to be crucified and an image of
Christ’s face appeared on the cloth. . The artist, Gabriel von Max,
was born in Prague in 1840 and died in Munich in 1915. (See page
139 for illustration).

The two documents below are self explanatory
but will be of interest from a historical point of view.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Document showing the original costs of
the building of St. James Church.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON.

Part of theletter written to the Revd. Warburton by Robert
Hope-Jones the organ builder. Notethe date 23" Sept. 1896.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Letter to parishionersin 1897 about the purchase
of the new organ, during the incumbency
of the Revd. W. T. Warburton.



119

DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Cover page of sale of work accountsand churchwardens
accounts of St. James Church in 1902.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Churchwardens accountsfor St. James Church Easter 1903
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Parochial fund subscribersat St. James Church in 1903.
Note the highest contributor is
the Revd. W.T. Warburton who has now left the living.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Copy of the original bill covering the cost of addingto and
building the new vestry in St. James Church. The account is
dated October 1908.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Thefront cover of the order of service for the Coronation
of King GeorgetheV and Queen Mary in June 1911.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Clergy and lay dignitariesat St. James Church in 1912.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Cover of service booklet for Patronal Festival 1939.
Services of ‘Holy Eucharist’ and Evensong were held
every day from 24" July- 30" July. The Sunday service
on 30" July was led by Bishop Jackson the Rector of
Astbury. The incumbent at the time was Father W
Barker.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Centenary gift day at St. James Church presided over by
the Revd. P. Seymour
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

The above service of thanksgiving was to commemor ate the
numerous additions to the church following a substantial
donation. They included the false ceiling, the new lighting,
the new internal doors and the new meeting room. Father
Peter Bradbrook wasthe incumbent at thetime.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

Service cover of Civic Service held in St. James Church June
1988. Father Raymond Elliot presided.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

This service was held to commemor ate the building of
St. James' Church, thefirst stone being laid in 1844.
Father Andrew Burton led the service.
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DOCUMENTSOF IMPORTANCE IN THE
HISTORY OF ST. JAMES CHURCH
CONGLETON

The flower festival was a major part of the 150" celebration
of the consecration of St. James Church in 1849. Father
Andrew Burton wasthe Priest in Charge during this period.
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Kennerley Miss 42, 111
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Lectern 15, 92
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Liturgical year (definition)
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Mackey John Fr. 74 Organ church (history) 24-30

Malabar Lowndes Edward Orphrey 52, 92 (definition)
10,11 Oswestry 32, 46
Manchester & Birmingham Oxford Movement 3, 6 -7,
Railway 10 42, 50, 83

Marlfields School 16, 104,

Martyrium 5 P

Martyrology 5 Palm Sunday 59, 87
Mason May 72 Paraments (definition) 92
Mass 92 Parish (definition) 92
Massey Edward 10 Parish magazine 21, 22, 23,
Merida5 41, 46, 67

Moir Dr L. 47 Parson Street 97
Monstrance 67, 92, Paschal Candle(definition)
(definition) 92

Moody Terrace 50 Paten (definition) 92
Moors 4 Patronal festival 62

Morris 95, 97 Pattison J. 21

Mortlake House 46 Pattison S 21

Moss Samuel 25 Pearson Elizabeth 21, 37

Mothers' Union 49, 59, 63,
67,77

Mothers' Union Golden
Jubilee 63

Museo del Greco Toledo 4
Muston Michael 74

N

National Society 9
Newboult Revd. Canon 19
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Newnes John 6

Norbury John 24, 38

North Street School 39, 99,
100 101, 104, 105
Northampton 29

O
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41
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Pearson Samuel 11
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Peel Parishes 8

Peel Robert 8

Pentecost 87

Pimlico Mob 7

Povey K. Canon 74

Povey Nancey 70

Powell J& Sons 19

Prayer Book Society 72
Preston Roger Kerrison Revd
43

Priest (definition) 93



Priest in Charge 72, 92
(definition)
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Pulpit 16, 41, 42, 52, 82, 83
Pusey Edward 6

Q
Queen Street 102

Quingennial inspection 80

R

Reade George 11, 22
Reade W. P. 45
Rector (definition) 93
Reredos 59

Retable 50

Reverend (definition) 93
Riley Emma9

Riley Mabel 80

Riley Nanny 9

Riley Thomas 9

Rite A 66, 69

Rite B 66

Roberts Brian 105
Robinson Florence 60
Robinson Margaret 60
Robinson Thomas 60
Robson Fiona 72
Rogers J. F. 27

S

Sacrarium 50

Sacristy (definition) 93
Sacristy bell (definition) 93
Sanctuary Lamp (definition)
93
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69

Sarsnets 40

Saxon James 102, 103
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-58, 96

Silk Brass 73

Slider machine 28

Smith Ron. Canon 74
Solly Mrs 47

Spicer Beatrice 70

Spicer Charles 70

Spicer Christine 70

Spicer Vernon 35, 70, 79
Springfields Hotel 97
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St James' News 66

St James' School 3, 9, 48,
98-116

St. James' Court 64, 97
St. James' Vicarage 95-97
St. John’s Ambulance 72
St. Werburgh 59
Stansfield Eric 77
Stansfield Margery 77, 102
Stephen Street 20

Stock Nigel Bishop 74
Stockport Town Hall 28, 30
Stole (definition) 85
Stoney Lane 8

Stoups (Holy water)
(definition) 91

Stubbs A.S. 101

Stubbs Charles Revd. 43
Swan Bank 8, 112

Swell 27
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Te Deum 20

Ten Commandments 38. 82,
84

The Corporal (definition) 93
The Mount 63

The Pall (definition) 93

The Purificator (definition)
94

The Shell 66

Thomas Green Revd. 9
Thurible (definition) 94
Thurifer (definition) 94
Thursfield H. 44

Tibia27

Titley Samuel 40
Tomlinson Doreen 67
Tomlinson Arthur 88
Tractarians 6
Transfiguration 4

Trefoils 13, 14
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18-21 38, 50, 82, 83
Trubshaw J. 10, 13
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Vestments 3, 6, 50, 52, 61,
72, 85-87, 93
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Viaduct 10

Vicar (definition) 93
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49-51, 83
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Walsingham 66, 72, 77
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Winterton Ann 106, 107
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Wood Edward Dennis 74
Worrall 95, 97

WREN 76, 79

Wright Frederick George 64

X

Y
Y outh Fellowship 66
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Zebedee 4
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Above, St James church in 1924. Note the mini-tower at the
far end of the nave roof.

The photogr aph left showsthe high altar adorned with
the cross and candlesticks around 1926 but prior to the
use of altar frontals. Theold photograph on theright
showsthe Holy Cross Chapel originally created by the
Revd. Thomas Vickersin 1926. It was ThomasVickers
who introduced ‘high church’ to St. James'.
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This beautiful drawing of Christ hangs by the pulpit. It
appear sto have been doneon parchment. Theartistis
Czech, Gabriel von Max (1840-1915).Thetitle of the
drawingisVeronica’'s Handkerchief. Look at the eyesthat
initially appear closed. Asyou look longer they open!
Notethe lighter shaded areain theform of thecross. See
the bottom of page 113 for a further comment.

Paul Murgatroyd kindly photographed the picture.



The photograph above shows St James Church choir during theincumbency of Father
Stanley Leather (1952-1965) in the centre of the photograph..
Mr John Kearton the choirmaster isreadily recognisable (right).



